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LETTERS 


The letter which we publish below was sent to 
“The Presbyterian Outlook” by Dr. Lewis H. Lan- 
caster, Chairman of the China Council of our 
Mission in China. At the same time a copy was 
made available to us. 


It was Dr. Lancaster’s desire for “The Presby- 
terian Outlook’”’ to publish this letter. We received 
a copy on June 6th. To date it has not been 
published, so, in the hope that this will help clarify 
the situation and show the wisdom of our Church 
backing the judgment of ovwr Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions, we give Dr. Lancaster’s letter 


in full. : — bn. B.D. 


Shanghai, China. 
: May 16, 1949. 
To The Outlook: 


The Outlook with its article entitled, “A Call to 
Advance in Foreign Missions,” reached me several 
days ago. 


I am, of course, delighted to see every evidence 
of interest in and support of the cause of Foreign 
Missions. There are some things in this statement, 
however, which cause me to wonder if the signers 
are informed on all the questions involved. I refer 
specifically to East China Union University, the 
United Board for Christian Colleges in China, and 
the proposed Christian University in Japan. On one 
of these questions I have such meager information 
that any opinion I express would have little value. 
But since some criticism of the position of our 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions on these 
matters is implied in the statement I am con- 
strained to write briefly in regard to one of the 
questions about which I am fairly well informed. 
It is the question of the East China Union Univer- 
sity. 


What decision our China Mission should make 
and what action the Mission should recommend to 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions has 
been the subject of many hours’ discussion on the 
part of the China Survey Committee and the China 
Mission. It is a question that certainly has two 
sides. Men of equal sincerity of purpose, loyalty 
to the truth, and breadth of vision can take opposite 
sides on the question and should be allowed to do so 
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without having their motives impugned. 


According to the usual policy of the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions in matters of this 
kind, the question of participation in the East China 
Union University was referred to the Mission for 
recommendation. The Survey Committee first voted 
as follows, ‘“‘That we advise the Executive Com 
mittee of Foreign Missions in regard to the union 
of Hangchow Christian University with the east 
China Christian University to concur in the action 
of Hangchow University’s Field Board of Control 
in joining the East China Christian University. Our 
willingness to be a part of this united institution 
is contingent upon the following conditions: 


a. That the Faculty shall be predominantly Chris 
tian; 


b. That the appropriation granted shall not tak: 
an undue proportion of our Mission funds... That 
we request the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions to consult the Survey Committee befor: 
making decisions in regard to policy, personnel, o1 
finance.” 


In the hope that sufficient safeguards had been 
provided to meet the above conditions, the Mission 
voted in November 1947, “That we recommend ti 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions that 
we participate in the East China Union University, 
and that we remain in it so long as we feel that th: 
Christian character of the institution is being main 
tained.” 


During the following months work on the pre 
paration of the Constitution of the University was 
continued. Before the completion of this work, 
however, questions haa arisen in the minds of many 
of the Mission who had voted in 1947 to recommend 
our entry into the union as to whether after all we 
should become a part of the union. Consequently 
the Mission at its meeting in November 1948 voted 
“1. That if we go into the East China Union 
University we heartily endorse the joint suggestion 
approved by Drs. Fulton. and McMullen to safe- 
guard the character of the Faculty of the Unive. 
sity, but since there is grave doubt in the minds o! 
a number of our members regarding the advis 
ability of our entering the University that th 
whole question of our entering the East Chin: 
Union University be reopened at our next Missior 
Meeting. 2. That pending our decision regarding 
our relation to the East China Christian University 
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we reserve the $300,000 from Rehabilitation Funds 
for the use of the East China Christian University. 


I have made no attempt to write of the pros and 
cons of this big question, but would try to set the 
record straight as to what has taken place. Neither 
the Mission nor the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions is opposed to co-operation per se. The 
record of both is clear. The Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions has a part in more than 70 co- 
operative agencies and projects. The China Mission 
has its share in a number of these* agencies, in 
which we work with the Church Missionary Society 
of the Church of England, English Baptists, Metho- 
dists, London Missionary Society, Northern Baptists 
and Northern Presbyterians. But we are opposed to 
co-operation as a goal in itself irrespective of the 
issues involved, the gains or losses that would be 
incurred. 


During this whole time we have had a representa- 
tive on the Planning Board of the proposed Univer- 
sity. But, as a matter of fact, the whole question 
was in effect tabled before the Mission took its 
last action by inability of the Planning Board and 
those interested in the United States to solve the 
problems of site, finance, and organization. Of 
course the present political situation makes it im- 
possible to carry out the proposed plans even if the 
other problems were solved. 


Our Church entrusts to its Executive Committees 
the carrying on of certain activities in which the 
Church wishes to engage. The members of these 
Executive Committees and their Secretaries are 
able to give far more thorough study to the ques- 
tions that come before them than is possible for 
the Church as a whole to do and they have sources 
of information that the Church has neither the 
time nor the opportunity to consider. 


Let us support and trust them. 


Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) L. H. Lancaster. 


*Since December I have been representing the 
Mission in one of these. 


EDITORIAL 





Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Supporters And Representatives 
Of Continuing Church 
Committee Hold Meeting 
In Weaverville 


On Wednesday, August 17, a meeting of sup- 
porters of The Southern Presbyterian Journal and 
representatives of the Continuing Church Com- 
mittee from various sections of our church met in 
the Weaverville Presbyterian Church. The meeting 
began at ten o’clock in the morning and lasted 
until five o’clock in the afternoon. We cannot give 
a full account of this meeting in this issue of the 
paper, but plan to do so in the September 15 issue. 
150 representatives were present for the meeting, 
these coming from thirteen synods. Plans have been 
made for the holding of a number of regional con- 
ferences of the Continuing Church groups through- 
out the church during the coming months. Some of 











these are already definitely planned as to time and 
place. Others will be set up in the immediate future. 
Please write to us and let us know if you are 
interested in having one of these conferences set 
up for your synod or region, and let us know where 
and when you feel this conference should be held. 
Our group continues to take its stand whole-heart- 
edly upon the inspired Word of God and the other 
Confessional Standards of our Church. 
— H. B. D. 


Inscrutable But 
Never Arbitrary 


“Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest 
against God? Shall the thing formed say to him 
that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?” 
Romans 9:20. 


Revolt against God did not end in the Garden of 
Eden. Self-will and intellectual conceit continue 
until this day. Man persists in insisting on his own 
idea of what God should be like and what He 
should do. 


The source-book of our knowledge of God is used 
to confirm what man believes and this same Book 
s denied where its plain statements conflict with 
man’s opinion. 


Christians, and the Church as such, need to re- 
study and re-affirm the great doctrine of the sover- 
eignty of God. Man, the creature, can never fully 
understand the inscrutable will and wisdom of the 
Creator. 

God’s sovereign will, as revealed in His permis- 
sion for the destruction of Job’s family and prop- 
erty, is not for us to question. 


The destruction of the Canaanites was carried 
out on God’s orders. His will is often inscrutable 
but His acts are never arbitrary, except as the 
word is interpreted to mean discretionary. 

God’s love can never be magnified to the exclu- 
ion of God’s hatred of sin. The same God Who is 
love is also the God Who is a consuming fire. In 
fact, we can only appreciate in some measure a 
holy God’s attitude towards sin when we contem- 
plate the price He was willing to pay to redeem us 
rom sin. 

The entire Bible bears testimony to the sover- 
eignty of God, e exceeding sinfulness of the hu- 
man heart and God’s redeeming love in Christ 


Jesus. 


We question Him at our own peril. —L.N.B. 


When Things Are 
Right 
The following incident occured some years ago in 
one of our mission hospitals in China. 


A series of evangelistic meetings were in progress 
n the local church. The evangelist laid a good 
foundation in his messages and one stone in this 
foundation was confession of sin and restitution of 
wrongs done to others. Before these meetings were 
over one individual confessed having taken a small 
amount of money from the local hospital while 
another confessed having taken some material from 
a hospital in which she had formerly workel. 
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These sins were confessed and full restitution 
made. 


Result? Joy and spiritual power to these two 
individuals and blessing to those who knew of the 
incidents. 


Rarely do we hear of sin confessed and restitution 
of wrongs being made. 


We wonder where such experiences are today? 


As we search our own hearts do we shy away 
from such “emotionalism?” At the same time do 
we wonder why we have no power for the spiritual 
task which is ours? We believe the answer to this 
question must be found on our knees. Can God 
work with an unclean instrument? Does He not 
long, even in this enlightened and sophisticated 
day, for men and women who are willing to com- 
pletely surrender to Him? 


“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me 
and know my thoughts: and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
lasting.” Ps. 139:23-24. — L. N. B. 


For And Against 


“Faithful are the wounds of a friend.’”’ Pro- 
verbs 27:6. 


“The Journal is against too much and for too 
little,’ is a criticism which has been levelled 
against us more than once. 


We feel this criticism and we believe it is jus- 
tified in part. On the other hand, we believe the 
positive testimony of this paper has been un- 
equivocally clear, and we further believe that the 
positive message for which we stand is the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in its entirety, as it has always been 
interpreted in historical Christian circles and which 
is clearly stated in the Standards of our Church. 


We make no apology for being against certain 
emphases within the Church today. We are against 
them because we believe they are cutting the nerve 
of spiritual power in the Church. 


We are for unswerving loyalty to the Word of 
God. We are against denial of that Word, either 
directly or by implication. We believe the depar- 
ture from belief in the entire reliability of the 
Bible is unscholarly and that such teaching is grad- 
ually paralyzing evangelical power. We believe it 
is dishonest to “‘explain” or “interpret” records of 
events or statements of truths so that these ex- 
planations or interpretations become actual denials 
of the Bible. 


We are for the exaltation of Christ as Saviour 
of the sinner and the Lord of our lives and we 
watch with apprehension the growing emphasis on 
a program rather than emphasis on the work of 
Christ Himself. We believe that a redeemed heart 
will follow the leading of the Holy Spirit into the 
proper social expression of Christianity. 


We are for any form of evangelism which brings 
the individual sinner face to face with his sins and 
points him to the Lamb of God who died for him; 
and this statement means Christ’s vicarious atone- 
ment and shed blood as the sole hope for the be- 
liever. At the same time we are against the grow- 
ing tendency to attempt to educate people into sal- 
vation. We believe that this is impossible. Educa- 
tion has its place but only as a supplement to a 


personal transaction between the sinner and his 
Saviour and this cannot be by-passed. 


We are for more emphasis on Bible study and 
evangelism in summer conferences and for less em- 
phasis on social problems. We believe, for instance, 
that the greatest need of our young people is Scrip- 
tural instruction in purity of heart and way of life 
after they have become Christians. What shall it 
profit them to go back to their homes dedicated to 
elimination of segregation, for instance, but never 
brought face to face with a Christian moral code 
of sex? Why so much on social issues and so little 
on those moral problems involved in “petting,” 
lewd pictures and literature, modern dancing, etc.? 


Finally, we are for that preaching and teaching 
which rightly evaluates between the wisdom of this 
world and God’s divine, inspired and infallible reve- 
lation. We are for that preaching and teaching 
which under the direction of the Holy Spirit, has 
always been used of Him to win souls and build up 
His Church. 


We are not pessimistic about the Church, it is 
the body of Christ, His bride. But, we believe there 
are emphases and tendencies in the Church which 
exalt man and dishonor God. We believe these em- 
phases and tendencies must be judged in the light 
of the Bible and that the Church maintains her 
spiritual power only as she is spiritual. 


We believe Paul had this in mind when he wrote 
to the Romans: “For other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 
any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s 
work shall be made manifest: for the day shall de- 
clare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and 
the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it 
is. If amy man’s work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s 
work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.” 


Obviously it is the Christian’s duty to distinguish, 
as far as he can, between the gold, silver and pre- 
cious stones on the one hand, and the wood, hay 
and stubble on the other. Our judgments may err 
but the prayer of our heart is that this Journal 
may magnify Him and His Word. —L.N.B. 


Our Appointees 


Many in our Church are not aware of the six 
weeks spent in Montreat each summer by our ap- 
pointees for foreign mission work. 


Here the young people, already accepted for ser- 
vice abroad during the current year, meet together 
for intensive instruction in phonetics and lan- 
guages; orientation in the problems they face; 
counselling by returned missionaries, and other 
courses designed to fit them for the sudden tran- 
sition to the various mission fields. 


This summer forty consecrated young people 
shared in this course. A few actually left during 
the period to sail to their fields. Others left imme- 
diately at the conclusion of the school to do their 
final packing and hasten to their ports of em- 
barkation. 


The associations together, the instruction re- 
ceived and the impressions retained will follow 
them to their new work. 
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One thing more is needed. We as a Church owe 
it to them and to the One Whose they are and 
Whom they serve, to hold them up with our prayers. 
They face problems, hardships, even dangers. Let 
us send them forth undergirded with our prayers 
and followed by our interest and support! 


“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre- 
cious seed, shall doubtless come again with re- 
joicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” Ps. 126:6. 


—L.N.B. 





At The Table Of The Lord 
By Rev. R. F. Gribble, D.D. 


‘Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith” 
(II Cor. 13:5 a). These words fit the occasion of 
the Lord’s Supper. The Apostle Paul had been 
slandered, his call had been denied, his Apostleship 
had been questioned. After presenting clear attesta- 
tion of his status and his work, from his heart of 
love for the Corinthians, he turns on the search- 
light. In the Corinthian brotherhood there were 
persons still hostile to him. The sting of his re- 
proach is offset even in this chapter by the loving 
concern shown. In such setting we understand the 
writer as saying: “Do you think that I fall short? 
Search your own selves, not me; see if you are in 
the faith: prove yourselves.”’ The more pertinent to 
this special worship inasmuch as they were uttered, 
in quite similar form, by the same Apostle in con- 
nection with his record of the Lord’s Supper (I 
Cor. 11): “But let a man examine himself, and so 
let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.” 
Let us then take for a subject: “The assurance of 
salvation.” 


First, let us note that the assurance of salvation 
is not requisite to its reality. One can be saved 
and not have such assurance as is desirable. As- 
surance is not of the essence of salvation. Here 
we say note the intimate connections between mind 
and body. Because of ill-health, or some great 
strain, or because of a mood of dejection, the 
Christian may lose the joy, the certainty, of salva- 
tion. Our own Confession of Faith makes provision 
for this. And Calvin admits that there are times 
when true believers are disturbed by doubts, or by 
internal conflicts. The fact that the Apostle turns 
the Corinthians’ question upon themselves, as in- 
dicated in the very words of the text, shows that 
one may not be sure of his salvation as a requisite 
to his having it. It is indeed helpful to put ow 
confession and life to the test, to appraise our 
standing before God. The text in no sense refers 
to our salvation as problematical from God’s stand- 
point: it rather relates to the believer’s uncertainty, 
which for various reasons, he may experience. An 
illustration of a ship in a great storm may be help- 
ful. More than one passenger on the vessel may feel 
hopeless about the safe arrival of the ship; but 
happily, what they may think in no sense affects 
the ship and its reaching the desired haven. The 
important thing is to be on the ship! 


2. Next, let it be said that assurance of salvation 
is possible. Here our Confession is quite clear, 
backed as it is by Scripture. It is a Papal doctrine 
that salvation is uncertain; and against this error, 
the Reformed Doctrine protests. Purgatory with 
its attendant evils, as a place from which loved 
ones may be removed by prayer and a price, is 
altogether contrary to the Bible. Perhaps under the 


influence of such Roman heresy, certain hymn 
writers have conceded this false notion: 


’Tis a thing I long to know,— 

Oft has caused me anxious thought: 
Do I love the Lord or no? 

Am I His or am I not?” 


Also: 


“Nothing left but Heaven and prayer 
“Wondering if our names are there.” 


Such expressions do no credit to the Scripture. 
And this is not presumption. The rather we may 
be in danger of failing to live up to our heritage. 
The Bible contains many an antidote to poison: 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus.’”’ Repeatedly the Writer 
John sounds the note of assurance to the Christian. 
I well recall the protests of a very close friend in 
college days, who felt that I was going out of 
bounds in saying that I knew my salvation certain. 
It is but taking God at His word. Nowhere do we 
read that if we feel we are saved then we are saved. 
This old-fashioned idea, once so stressed by a sister 
Church, still hangs over some folk. Thank God the 
true believer can say in childlike confidence, like 
that of the Apostle: “I know. We have the 
story of the wedding-feast. We have John 3:16-21, 
which says as plainly as words can make it, that if 
any ill comes to us it is never because God stands 
in the way of the good: He the rather does all that 
can be done to bring us good. 


And does anyone say that such attitude will bring 
on indifference, or encourage us to take liberties? 
The facts are against such thought. When one of 
our spiritual forebears with the Alexander name 
was challenged by an opponent in debate, with the 
taunt: “‘If I believe what you believe, I’d take my 
fill of sin,’ he replied: ‘‘How much sin, do you 
think, it takes to fill a Christian?’”’ The fact that 
I belong in the family and that my parents love me, 
does not persuade me on such account to take 
liberties and do those things which I know will 
disappoint and wound them. It tends the more 
certainly to make me to be the kind of person I 
ought to be! Assurance is offered and assurance is 
ours, even though we may not clearly grasp it. “He 
that hath the Son hath life.” “‘These are written 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life... ” 


3. Lastly, we ask: “How may we know that we 
are saved?” Are there any tests? This brings us 
again to the text: “Examine yourself.” Will you do 
that now? Two questions come: (1) Do you believe? 
(2)Do you do? It would appear unworthy for one 
to believe as little as possible. On the other hand, 
it is not required that one accept all of the creed 
to become a member of the Church and a member 
of the family of grace. The one doctrinal demand 
is: Do you, out of a sense of sin and confession 
of need, accept the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
personal Saviour? And touching works, we do well 
to hear the Writer James: “If a man say that he 
hath faith and have not works, can that faith save 
him?” 

Of the many evidences of salvation let us take 
several here. (1) ‘“‘Whosoever believeth that Jesus 
is the Christ is born of God.” With this, as an 
interpretation, we read: “If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the dead .. .” 
Ro. 10:9, 10. (2) “‘And hereby do we know that 
we know Him, if we keep His commandments” 
I Jn. 2:3. With this we should place: “Not every- 
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one that saith unto Me: Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the Kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth . 

Matt. 7:21. (3) “‘As many as are led by the spirit 
of God, they are the sons of God” Ro. 8. And: “If 
any man have not the spirit of Christ he is none of 
His.” Also I Jn. 4:13; 3:21, 24. (4) “We know that 
we have passed from death unto ‘e because we 
love the brethren.” I Jno. 3:14. Here then are some 
critical statements from the Word of God. What 


} 


can you say? Are you in the faith? Is it an impos- 
sible test? Does anyone pass? “If our heart condemn 
us He is greater than our heart...” I Jn. 3:20. 
And we read: “If there be first a willing mind, it 
is accepted according to that a man hath and not 
according to that he ha not.”’ II Cor. 8:12. The 


principle works as well regarding sin and our de- 
sires to be rid of it, as it does yuching steward- 


ship of possessions. For in the Saviour we live; 
and in Him we triumph. He has kept the law 
perfectly. God looks upon us through Him. “We 
are accepted as righteous in His sight, only for the 
righteousness of Christ imputed to us and received 
by faith alone.”’ In such faith we rest. United with 
Him we are led to victory in Him. And for this we 
can say with the great Apostle Paul: “Who shall 
separate us from the love of God? Shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? Nay in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am 
persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Ro. 8. 











Some Popular Attitudes Toward 
The Auburn Affirmation Today 


(“Exploring Avenues Of Acquaintance And Co-operation”) 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 


Jackson 


This is the fourth in the series of articles by Chalmers 


Mississippi 


WW". Alexander under the heading, “Exploring Ave- 


nues of Acquaintance And Co-operation.” This is an informative new series of articles written by one of the 
most able laymen in the Southern Presbyterian Church. We still have copies of the first three articles 


in the series. The whole series of ten artt 
subscription at 
five-months subscription covering all 


dress at the rate of fifty cents per subscript 


les can still be yours for yourself or friends by sending in your 
once and asking that it be started with the July fifteenth issue. We are offering a special 

these articles at a special rate in bundles of ten or more to one ad- 
1} tion. Send five dollars and get ten copies to one address for five 


months. Some Churches will want to order one hundred or more copies but let your order come in at once 
as the supply of the July fifteenth issue is limited. —H.B.D. 


When the Auburn Affirmation is mentioned to- 
day, there are several conventional comments 


1 
replies which are usually made by those who are in 
sympathy with it. And these comments or replies, 
which more or less fall into a set pattern, are made 
by some Southern Presbyterian ministers as well as 
by. the Auburn ffirmation sympathizers in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. 


Those who give these replies do so as thougn 
they seem to feel that the Auburn Affirmation can 
be dismissed with a ‘“‘bon mot” and a shrug of the 


shoulders. Very often their comments on the sub- 


ject, when given a moment’s consideration, appear 
to be explanations which really explain nothing 


at all. 
“That Took Place 25 
Years Ago” 


One of the most popular remarks is this: ““Why 
bring that up now? The Auburn Affirmation took 
place 25 years ago. All that is a dead issue today.” 
This terse reply has a ring of finality and convic- 
tion about it, and it has but one glaring defect: it 
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is simply not in accord with all of the facts and 
the truth. 


Far from being a dead issue today, the Auburn 
Affirmation is very much alive, and its influence is 
powerfully at work in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. Many of the Affirmationists occupy high 
places of power in that denomination today and 
they have a voice in the council chambers where 
many far-reaching church decisions are made. 


As long as the signers of the Affirmation do not 
retract their affirmation of its heresies, that docu- 
ment will continue to be a vital, Modernist force in 
the Northern Presbyterian Church. 


It is true that the Auburn Affirmation was pub- 
lished 25 years ago. It is equally true that the Com- 
munist Manifesto was published by Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels 101 years ago. But no sensible 
person today would contend that, because the Com- 
munist Manifesto was published in 1848, it is now 
a dead issue. Not until the Communist Manifesto 
is repudiated by the Communist Party, and not 
until all of those who subscribe to its teachings are 
disciplined, can any one claim that it is no longer 
a vital force in the thinking and in the beliefs of 
those who run the affairs of the Communist Party. 


And not until the Auburn Affirmation is repu- 
diated by the Northern Presbyterian Church, and 
not until its many signers are disciplined, can any 
sensible person contend that the Affirmation is no 
longer a vital force in the thinking and in the be- 
iefs of those who hold places of great power and 
nfluence in that Church. 


“Tt Was Not An Official 
Document” 


Another comment which is often heard in defense 
ff the Auburn Affirmation is: “It was not an offi- 
‘ial document of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church.’”’ Now that remark is true in the sense that 
the Affirmation was never officially adopted by that 
Church. 


But the Affirmation is thoroughly official as re- 
vards the almost 1,300 ministers who signed it. It 
learly states in carefully written terms their views 
and beliefs regarding some of the great cardinal 
doctrines of the Christian Faith. The document in 
which those terms are contained reveal heresies of 
he most serious kind. 


And the action of the Northern Presbyterian 
Church in approving many of the Auburn Affirma- 
tionists for places of high honor and great power 
and influence makes that denomination a party to 
the heresies contained in that document. To what 
extent the Northern Presbyterian Church has in 
this manner approved the Affirmation is widely 
known. Auburn Affirmationists have been put on 
nany of the most important Standing Committees 
if the General Assembly; they have been placed on 
he faculties and the board of trustees of some of 
the theological seminaries; and they have even been 
elected to serve as Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of that denomination. 


“It Was A Constitutional—Not 
A Doctrinal Protest” 


Very often it is stated that the Auburn Affirma- 


tion was in reality “a constitutional, not a doc- 
rinal protest.” 


But as that great Bible scholar, Dr. J. Gresham 
Machen, who taught for so many years at Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, once remarked: 


“Let it not be said that the Affirmation attacked 
the General Assembly’s pronouncement merely on 
technical grounds. The Affirmation does, indeed, 
raise the technical point that the General Assembly 
had no right to issue such a pronouncement. But it 
proceeds at once to something far more funda- 
mental. It attacks the content of the pronounce- 
ment on its merits. It declares that not a single one 
of the great verities mentioned by the General As- 
sembly of 1923 is essential; and it declares that all 
of the five verities are merely ‘theories’ (among 
other possible theories), which some may and some 
may not hold to be satisfactory explanations of 
something else. 





Thus according to the Auburn Affirmation a 
man may be a minister in the Presbyterian Church 
and yet deny the full truthfulness of Scripture, the 
virgin birth, the substitutionary atonement to sat- 
isfy divine justice and reconcile us to God, the 
bodily resurrection, the miracles of our Lord.” 


To deny that these five doctrines (which are 
commonly referred to as the “Five Points’’) are 
essential doctrines most clearly indicates that the 
protest of the Affirmationists involved doctrinal 
matters. 


When the 1,082 Bible-believing ministers in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church, including three for- 
mer Moderators of the General Assembly of that 
denomination, organized the Presbyterian League 
of Faith in 1931, they realized fully that the Au- 
burn Affirmation was most assuredly a doctrinal 
protest, for one of the formally stated objects of 


+ 


the Presbyterian League of Faith was: 


“To oppose the attack made by the docu- 
ment called the Auburn Affirmation.” 


Whatever else might be considered as being, the 
Auburn Affirmation was definitely a doctrinal pro- 


+ + 


L@> 


“It Is Not Contrary To The 
Constitution of The 
Presbyterian Church” 


Some ecclesiastical legalists occasionally remark: 
“The Auburn Affirmation is not contrary to the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church.” 

What an amazing statement that is! To say that 
the doctrinal teachings of the Auburn Affirmation 
are not contrary to the Constitution of the Presby- 
terian Church is to claim that it is not contrary to 
that Constitution to deny that the infallibility of 
the Scriptures, the Virgin Birth, the bodily resur- 
rection, the substitutionary atonement, and belief 
in Christ’s miracles are essential doctrines of the 
“Word of God and of our Standards.””’ How any 
Presbyterian, be he minister or untutored layman, 
could make such a statement is beyond human com- 
prehension. 


Even if it were true that the Auburn Affirma- 
tion was not contrary to the Constitution of the 
Northern Presbyterian Church, would the Southern 
Presbyterian Church want to be a part of a denomi- 
nation whose Constitution does not condemn the 
kind of heresies contained in the Affirmation? 
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“Some Affirmationists Believed 
The ‘Five Points’ ” 


Some of the Auburn Affirmationists and their 
friends point to the part of the Affirmation which 
contains this statement: “Some of us regard the 
particular theories contained in the deliverance of 
the General Assembly of 1923 as satisfactory ex- 
planations of these facts and doctrines.” But the 
serious issues involved in the Affirmation cannot be 
evaded by claiming that some of the Affirmation- 
ists personally believed the “Five Points.” 


As Dr. Machen so clearly put it: “In the first 
place, no signer of the Affirmation, if. he knew 
what he was doing when he signed the document, 
can believe in the first of the five verities—the full 
truthfulness of eh that is definitely at- 
tacked in the name of all the signers in the earlier 
part of the Affirmation. 


“In the second place, if he himself accepts this 
or that one of the five verities, he does so, accord- 
ing to the terms of the Affirmation, only in the 
sense that he is accepting it as one theory among 
other possible theories in explanation of something 
else. Thus, according to the Affirmation, a man 
may say, ‘I believe myself that our Lord Jesus 
Christ was born of the Virgin Mary’; but he also 
says, according to the Affirmation: ‘I hold that 
that view, that Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin 
Mary,’ is only one of the theories that the Scrip- 
ture allows a man to hold in explanation of the in- 
carnation, and I am perfectly willing to receive 
into the ministry of the Church a man who holds to 
some theory of the incarnation which does not 
affirm that ‘our Lord Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin Mary,’ which holds, for example, that Jesus 
was the son, by ordinary generation, of Joseph and 
Mary.’ 

“What a morass we find ourselves in here! It is 
a well-known morass, the morass of that destruc- 
tive Modernism which is engulfing our Presbyterian 
Church, as it already has engulfed so many other 
Churches, to the ruin of countless souls. 


It should be evident that the belief in the “Five 
Points” cannot be very deep on the part of any 
Presbyterian minister who complacently contem- 
plates leaving those five doctrines out of the Chris- 
tian message because he considers them as being 
really non-essential. 


The Attitude Of Some Southern 
Presbyterian Ministers 


There is one attitude which has been very sur- 
prising when the Auburn Affirmation is mentioned 
at times, and that is the attitude shown by some of 
the young ministers in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. By an indulgent smile, and a pleasant 
shrug of the shoulders, they give the impression 
that any serious consideration of the Auburn Af- 
firmation by intelligent people today is really quite 
amusing. 

The attitude of these young ministers toward the 
Affirmation, an attitude which at times almost 
amounts to flippancy, is one of several reasons why 
a large company throughout our denomination be- 
lieves that it is now time to overhaul completely 
some of our theological seminaries where these 
young ministers were trained. 


What a contrast with their attitude toward the 
Auburn Affirmation was the attitude of that care- 
ful Presbyterian scholar and veteran defender of 
the Faith, Dr. William M. McPheeters! Dr. Mc- 





HH SSH HH SHHSHHSHSHSHSHHHHSHHSHHSHSHSHSSHSOS SSS HOF! 





RECOMMENDED BIBLE STORY 


Books For CHILDREN 


Dhaeg SE Wee COO uo eats. s ceca $1.00 
By Charles Foster 


First Steps For Little 
Feet In Gospel Paths _........................- 1.25 
By Charles Foster 


Foster’s Story Of The Bible 
From Genesis To Revelation _..... +. Soe 


Bible Pictures And What 
pe ree ... $2.00 
By Charles Foster 


Egermeir’s Picture Story Life Of Christ $2.00 


Egermeir’s Bible Story Book _....... wee. 90.98 
Egermeir’s Child’s Culture Edition ..... $3.95 
Hurlbut’s Story Of The Bible .............. $2.75 
Marion’s Favorite Bible Stories _......... $1.50 
Marion’s Big Book Of Bible Stories _.. $3.50 
Bible Stories For Boys And Girls ....... $1.95 
By Theodore W. Engstrom 
Bible Homes And Families ...... .. $1.50 
By Mildred Speakes Edwards 
Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville, N. C. 








OSS SS SS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSO SSOPOOOOOOOOOOOOTET TEETH! 





KING COLLEGE 


A fully accredited four-year college. Co- 
educational. Presbyterian. Founded 1867. 
Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. 
Four types of Scholarships: (1) Competitive, 
(2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remuner- 
ative Work. For information and catalog, 
write: R. T. L. Liston, President, Box ‘J,’ Bris- 
tol, Tennessee. 











Pheeters taught at our Columbia Theological Semi- 
nary for some 47 years, prior to his death in 1935 
And concerning the Auburn Affirmation he wrote 
“| .. the oftener I read it the more deeply I am 
convinced that its conception of Christian liberty 
in connection with subscription to the system of 
doctrine set forth in the Standards of the Presby 
terian Church in the U.S.A. is intellectually ab 
surd, historically false, ethically detestable and 
pernicious, and religiously blasphemous.” 


What shall every Southern Presbyterian, as a 
Bible-believing Christian who repudiates completely 
the views contained in the Auburn Affirmation and 
who wishes to remain separated from the signers 
of the heretical Auburn Affirmation, say with re 
gard to the proposed union with the heresy-tainted 
Northern Presbyterian Church? 


Thou Shalt Say, No! 
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Let Ruling Elders Be Ruling Elders 


By Wallace Parham 
Ruling Elder In 
Broad Street Presbyterian Church 


Mobile 


... Alabama 


(Residence: Spring Hill, Ala.) 


If a man is to be a success in his secular business, 
whatever it may be, his ratio of success will be in 
exact proportion to the study, the time, and the 
effort he puts into it. A review of the successes 
and failures of others in the past is of prime im- 
portance in helping him to chart a steadier and 
surer course. The argument that precedents are of 
no value today is not valid. For instance, a few 
general truths can be stated, and incontrovertibly 
they underlie the marked sturdiness which ac- 
counted for the founding, and has since charac- 
terized the healthy progress of this country, until 
recent years. Records of the past will show that 
employer and employee alike were almost universal- 
ly raised, from boyhood and girlhood, to do their 
part to make the family group a success. They were 
taught to consider Sunday a day apart; and led to 
realize that the church and its contribution to life 
came first as a means of building a self-reliant 
citizenship. In those days failure in school was a 
family, not an individual, disgrace. Today it is no 
disgrace at all. Human nature was no different then 
than it is now, but there were curbs which are 
glaringly absent today. Those curbs were born and 
nurtured in the home, the church, and the schools. 
Young men and young women, when they started 
living life for themselves, understood they would 
have to stand on their own feet from there on out. 
Contrast that with the fact that college graduates 
today are bewildered when they start out to face 
life. The next group, namely those with a few 
years of life experience, having soon lost what 
ideals they may have had, join the selfish pressure- 
group which in their eyes uses the most successful 
tactics, irrespective of how low those tactics may 
be, ethically and morally. The middle-aged and 
older ones are in a panic, for the values they once 
considered dependable have been discarded, and 
just about completely in the past two decades. 
Trust in God and self-respect are thrown aside in 
the mad search for some sort of material security 
and personal safety. Lost are the real values which 
should direct such a search. 


And what has all this to do with ruling elders? 
Just this: Because the impact of Presbyterianism 
has historically influenced a _ disproportionately 
large segment of any society in which it has thrived, 
it seems logical to conclude a disproportionately 
large part of the blame for the social chaos we see 
in this country rests on the shoulders of the elders. 
The eldership was designed as the mainspring to 
control all the functions of the church. When 
working properly, not only the work-a-day affairs 
of the church itself, run smoothly; but homes are 
spiritually oiled, and the example and influence of 
those homes reach out into the homes of non- 
Presbyterians, thus affecting community life, and 
eventually national life as well. That is history. 
Our mainspring needs repairing! 


It should be noted my theme is the ruling elder- 
hip, and wherever the word ‘elder’ is used, it refers 
to the ruling elder as distinguished from the teach- 
ing elder, the minister. 


Study the history of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States and you may learn much toward 
giving you, if you are an elder, a sense of the re- 
sponsibility you should be shouldering now if Pres- 
byterianism is to again stand in the forefront of 
Protestantism, doctrinally, and in molding a new 
generation on an old, rock foundation. It will be 
essential to start almost from “scratch” to build 
anew. That start will not be made, unless and until 
elders know the full requirements of the course the 
eldership requires them to chart personally, and 
the work they must do. Theirs is a cumulative re- 
sponsibility, as it has been from the beginning. No 
elder, whatever niche he occupies in society, can 
consider that he is accountable only for himself as 
an individual; that he is accountable for no words, 
acts, and opinions, other than his own. Nor can an 
elder rightfully confine his responsibility to the 
limits of his own family. Without question an 
elder must look past himself, his own family, his 
own church, even his own denomination, and face 
the fact that in the sight of God he is accountable 
for the use of his every talent to spread and to 
enforce God’s Word and laws, untainted by man’s 
wisdom, in all the world. His field is himself, his 
family, his church, his denomination, his local com- 
munity, his state, his country, and through his 
active support the home and foreign missionaries 
who work in his stead in the far nooks and crannies 
of the earth. God laid down the rules for the elder. 
God’s laws are plain, and with him, as with man, 
ignorentia legis neminem excusat. The elder had as 
well know now, as later, that he will not be per- 
mitted to plead ignorance where his work for God 
is concerned. Indubitably, elders who have drifted 
with the tide for the past three or four decades, 
or during any part of that time, must answer for 
a cumulative responsibility for the maladjustments 
everywhere about us today. In short, an elder must 
needs study the eldership with the same concentra- 
tion and interest as he studies his secular vocation, 
if he is to be a real success as an elder. 


Boys in one of my Sunday School classes asked: 
“When did they first start having elders in the 
church, and what does a man have to do to be 
elected an elder?” I did some real research on that 
query. I bought in England and Scotland early 
Presbyterian items so there would be no question in 
my mind, or theirs, as to the foundation which was 
laid under the direction of the Westminster As- 
sembly, where the vitally important method of 
selection, and the qualifications set as requisite, 
were clearly set out, and hedged about, so there 
would be no deviation from the rules laid down. 
Thus it is I have before me as I write: “Directions 
of the Lords and Commons, Assembled in Parlia- 
ment, After advice had with the Assembly of Di- 
vines, for the electing and choosing of Ruling- 
Elders in al! the Congregations,” etc. It was printed 
in London, August 20, 1645. One of the first direc- 
tions is that: “On that said Lord’s day a Sermon be 
preached preparatory to that weighty business.” 
You who read, if you are an elder, your election was 
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in that category, it was weighty business. The 
choosing of elders has been weighty business from 
the day Moses chose elders to assist him, to this 
good day; and the sooner every elder realizes that, 
the better will be the prospect for stemming a tide 
today which, under Satan’s guidance, threatens to 
engulf not alone the sturdier segment of our own 
Presbyterian Church, but the world. And if you 
think when I say “the world’? I am covering too 
much territory for you, as an individual, to do any- 
thing about it, you are wrong. You may have to 
pay, in popularity and in other ways, if you start 
in your niche and do your part, whatever betide; 
but if you hold staunchly in your heart to the 
Standards of the Westminster Confession, with no 
ifs and buts, God is on your side. And God is a 
powerful ally. Seeking His aid, you will find: “He 
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” 
My, what a testimony to that is to be found in an 
old volume of “Certaine most godly, fruitful, and 
comfortable letters of holy Martyrs of God,” col- 
lected by Miles Coverdale, in 1564. You had better 
thank God it is not likely as yet that you would 
have to write: “Hourely I looke when I shoulde be 
had hence to bee conveyed into Lankeshyre there 
to bee burned.” It took backbone then. It takes 
backbone now. 


Today in our Presbyterian Church, North and 
South, there is a strong tendency toward clerical- 
ism and misguided denominationalism. Coupled with 
that is a marked movement toward vitiating our 
Standards with a consequent loss of vital spiritual 
values. The Auburn Affirmation is simply one mile- 
stone along a road which will lead elders who have 
a live and well-informed conscience into a morass 
of pure secularism unless they begin to fight before 
they begin to flounder. The church, without ques- 
tion, is following the method of science in techno- 
logy. There is much prating of the worth of the 
individual, of personality, of the duty to organize 
into one great religious organization. Study the 
aims of the Federal Council and you will under- 
stand what I mean. Frederich Georg Juenger,. in 
his recent book, “The Failure of Technology” 
(Henry Regnery Company, Hinsdale, Ills.) pictures 
a civilization grown brittle in our day, and ap- 
proaching certain disintegration because science 
without God is fast dominating every phase of 
human life and endeavor. Juenger’s book should be 
read by every Presbyterian elder, be he factory 
owner or bus driver, for the perspective it gives 
of Bible-founded religious ideas no socialistic 
theories, mind you! — and every individual still 
motivated by faith in God instead of technology for 
security, are to be mobilized in time to stem the 
flood of agnostic and atheistic leadership which is 
now invading even the churches. Juenger, for 
instance, says: “Is there not a direct connection 
between the increase of knowledge concerning 
mechanically exact processes, and the fact that 
modern man, in a strange manner, loses his indi- 
viduality, loses his balance, his grip upon life, feels 
increasingly endangered and susceptible to attack 
in the security that is his due? This inner security, 
of course, means something different from the 
security which can be bought by any kind of 
measurable method. For it concerns man’s place and 
role in life, and is related to human freedom. No 
methodical science can ever give to man that kind 
of security, not even the most systematic kind of 
exactitude. Eventually the point is reached where 
man is broken by his blind lust for power, is 
punished, and thereby forced to change his way of 
thinking.” 


In the old 1645 Presbyterian item from which |] 
quoted above, “ignorance and scandal’’ were twin 
brothers in the rules governing the conduct and 
work in the eldership. Ignorance was not merely 
inexcusable, it was a sin not to be countenanced, 
and ground for removal from office. While ignor- 
ance of church history, especially of our own 
Southern Presbyterian Church, is to be deplored; 
ignorance of the wider spheres embraced in the 
field of the eldership is a sin in the sight of God. 
The latter type of ignorance is responsible for the 
entrenchment in key positions in our church of 
some leaders who have lost God’s vision for man in 
a welter of philosophy, psychology, psychiatry, and 
what-have-you, inspired by the same questioning of 
God’s wisdom as that which accounted for man’s 
Fall in Eden. The creeping paralysis in the body 
politic which has put all too many men in power in 
our national and international affairs, who feel 
expediency takes precedence of morality, and 
personal power is more to be desired than a good 
name; that same blighting and deadening disease 
has struck in our churches, and in our Southern 
Presbyterian Church. In the prevention and cure of 
such situations, both in secular affairs and in the 
church, the well-informed elder is a balance wheel, 
in honesty and in doctrine. Let no single elder 
shrug his shoulders and say: “That is the minister’s 
work.” Teaching and ruling elders are on a parity 
under the Presbyterian form of church government. 
While I realize there is a growing tendency for all 
too many of our ministers to resent an elder’s 
questioning of, say, the Federal Council’s “party 
line;” to brush bruskly aside any criticism of our 
“canned” denominational literature and _ propa- 
ganda; to treat superciliously any mention of lax 
tendencies in the programmes of our seminaries: 
the cold fact remains the elder who does not acquire 
an informed conscience, and who does not then act 
in accord with his conscience, is derelict in his duty 
both to God and man. Clericalism of any sort has 
no place in our church. Once the exception, it is 
now becoming all too prevalent. And the elder to- 
day who takes a stand in accord with his convic- 
tions and his duty, and who is in consequence vili- 
fied, may well take comfort in the fact that he has 
taken a step toward the cure of an evil which needs 
attention now. Because I voiced my opposition to 
the proposal to join the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, I was accused by a local minister, who has 
since left Mobile, of causing the sessions of two 
churches to take a stand against the proposal; 
something I had not done. Both sessions were mad 
up of elders who made their own decisions. I was 
termed by him “a divisive influence in Presby- 
terianism;” and this after serving as an officer of 
every Presbyterian church in Mobile over a period 
of thirty-odd years. I thought of a ride I took one 
night with an old friend who lived near Swannanoa, 
N. C., when we were returning to his home along a 
mountain road in an oldtime buggy. The horse 
suddenly stopped, and would not budge anothe 
inch. My friend, Mr. Alexander, suggested: “Wal 
lace, get out and see what the trouble is.” I got 
out, and found the old horse had stopped short on 
the brink of a sheer drop-off with no bottom that 
I could see. Mr. Alexander’s comment was: “Wel! 
it seems to be horsesense to turn back and get o1 
the right road again.’’ Over against that, the idea 
of the minister seemed to be that no matter what | 
saw, or thought I saw, where the union of the 
Southern Church with the Northern Church wa 
concerned, the thing to do was to take the plung« 
No horsesense in that that I could see. 
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So you elders who read this, be very sure if you 
are classed as a recalcitrant by the New Order, 
just keep right on plugging in your own session, 
in your own congregation, in your presbytery, and 
in your synod, at every opportunity. You are not 
likely to have much show in General Assembly for 
the procedure there is too well oiled by the “ins’’; 
but be very sure that if every ruling elder in our 
church had done his duty when General Assembly 
overrode a majority of the presbyteries, and in its 
wisdom, willy-nilly, put the Southern Presbyterian 
Church in as a member of the Federal Council— 
be very sure the ruling elders there laid a predicate 
for further encroachment on the principles in our 
form of church government. Need I point to the 
hasty railroading of the complete change in our 
whole setup of church agencies at the recent meet- 
ing of Assembly? How many elders in our church 
made a real study of the subject? How many realize 
how closely akin the move is to the tendency in our 
national government to concentrate power in Wash- 
ington? Except for routine committee assignments, 
have not the ruling elders in our church been re- 
legated in Assembly to the limbo of mere toleration, 
with comparatively rare exceptions? Have ruling 
elders lost caste by default? I believe if every 
elder can be led to see there are vital issues 
involved, and that it is his right and duty to take 
sides according to his convictions; that when all, 
or a majority, of the elders are awake to what is 
taking place, there will be a reformation which 
will change the whole tenor of the oligarchical 
form of church government now being fast en- 
trenched. Hear John Macpherson in his discussion 
of the General Assembly in Scotland: “The truly 
liberal characteristics of Presbyterianism appear 
in the jealous care with which the rights of the 
people are guarded at every turn. The constitution 
has been so framed that no arbitrary decisions can 
be enforced, no party proposal hastily carried, be- 
fore the mind of the church has been prepared for 
its hearty and intelligent acceptance.” It is the 
holy duty of the ruling elder to join with the 
ministers, or dissent from the stand of the minister, 
and to voice his convictions on every vital issue. 
And if the Federal Council membership, the union 
with the Northern Presbyterian Church, and the 
drastic move where our church agencies are .con- 
cerned, are not vital issues, then God’s Word is not 
a vital issue. 


The Westminster Divines laid down the rule in 
1645: “That such shall be chosen for Ruling-Elders 
as are men of good understanding in matters of 
Religion, sound in the faith, prudent, discreet, 
grave, and of unblameable conversation.” After 
election, “If he shall upon just proofs be found 
ignorant or scandalous, then to remove him.”’ Does 
that measuring-stick guide all our church elections 
now? All too many of our church officers today 
are busy with their secular duties to the point where 
comparatively little time is devoted to a serious 
study of their obligations as church officers. They 
eschew anything controversial, whatever values 
may be involved. Routine requirements are almost 
grudgingly fulfilled, all too often by following the 
line of least resistance. Too many of our officers 
know little or nothing of our church law, church 
history, and church Standards. I do believe that 
many of them, if they were awakened to a true 
estimate of worthwhile values, based in facts as 
incontrovertible now as they have ever been in 
understandable Christian terms; many such officers, 
experienced as they are in dealing with bombast 
and the different forms of chicanery they encounter 
in their secular dealings, would get a vision of the 


need, and quickly learn to strip the veneer from the 
trivial and false; and in their church work, as in 
their business, would take hold and steer a course in 
line with their convictions. That, at least, would 
bring things out in the open, but they will continue 
to follow the line of least resistance until educated 
to see that present-day controversial issues have 
generated actions and expressions not to be classed 
as petty squabbling. 

Is it the fault of the elders that so many members 
of our churches are turning to their radios instead 
of going to their own church; and to an alarming 
degree Presbyterianism and other of the old estab- 
lished denominations are losing members to new 
church groups where “oldtime religion” is the order 
of worship? Do our elders know, “the seniors ought 
also to take heed to the life, manners, diligence, 
and study of their ministers (and if you are ac- 
cused of being ‘‘old and sot in your ways” note the 
word “seniors”); that “they are to watch publicly 
and privately over the flock committed to their 
charge;”’ that they “must assist the pastor in visit- 
ing for the purpose of administering comfort to the 
afflicted, admonition to the tempted or fallen, and 
generally, counsel to those to whom it may be help- 
ful?’’ Because a minister is human, both physically 
and mentally, there is much truth in the accepted 
belief that a congregation must choose, when 
calling a minister, between a “preacher” and a 
“pastor.” A host of ministers have been treated un- 
fairly, and as a matter of fact in an unchristian 
way, because members of the congregation expected 
too much of them; more than they could humanly 
be expected to do. When that happens it is the 
fault of the ruling elders, in just about every single 
instance. Inasmuch as the elder is a buffer to 
protect both minister and congregation, it is his 
job to evaluate causes and to find the reason for 
the loss of interest on the part of Presbyterians 
which causes them to turn to their radios or join 
some other church group. 

If a minister is allergic to our church Standards; 
if he is inclined to follow “the line” of the Federal 
Council blindly; if he applauds evasions of a plain 
agreement about a moratorium where church union 
plans were concerned; if he shows tendencies 
toward clericalism; the ruling eldership is the gyro- 
scope incorporated in our system of church govern- 
ment to insure smoother spiritual sailing through 
such troubled waters. ‘‘The eldership is a spiritual 
function, as is the ministry.” In contrast to the 
above, there are ministers who disapprove of the 
Federal Council and who are not in favor of our 
union with the Northern Church, but who right- 
fully and sensibly fear reprisals, very especially if 
they have a small charge, if they are outspoken. To 
paraphrase Dr. Thornwell, power in the hands of 
one man, or some small group, even though that 
man or that group be ministers, is not always used 
with caution and with a proper measure of justice. 
I say all that advisedly, and from personal observa- 
tion, not hearsay. Elders who wholeheartedly dig 
in to learn and to work in this crisis will find there 
are a host of our ministers who will welcome their 
healthy enthusiasm and who will be grateful for 
their support. 


Very particularly should elders see to it that the 
young people of our church have all the facts, not 
simply those vouchsafed as desirable by a group 
seeking to build its power in our church. The first 
duty of elders there, is to again establish the custom 
of drilling children in the Shorter Catechism and 
in our Confession of Faith. A minister said recently 
to me: “There is more paganism on our college 
campuses than is generally realized.’’ Let no elder 
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brush that statement aside as somebody else’s 
business, where Presbyterian youth are concerned. 
The Sunday School is not simply a routine assign- 
ment in a session’s work. It is every elder’s business 
to know all there is to know about what is going 
on in the Sunday School of his church. A Presby- 
terian pagan on a college campus is an irreligious 
foundling on the doorstep of the elders of the 
church of which that pagan is a nominal member. 
Admonishing parents plainly, and if need be sternly, 
is one of the duties of an elder, however unpleasant. 
Leading the young along a safe spiritual path is 
an elder’s bounden duty. His field of work is both 
parents and children. Visiting in the homes of the 
members regularly is an old Scotch rule which has 
been discarded except for spasmodic exceptions, 
under prodding. During the Reconstruction period 
in Mobile, on Sabbath afternoons, two and two, 
elders visited homes they felt could be benefitted. 
My mother oftentimes recalled memories of two 
such elders who, unless providentially prevented, 
never failed to follow that custom. Both men—Mr. 
T. A. Hamilton and Mr. D. C. Anderson—were 
leading attorneys, broadly interested in civic affairs, 
capable and acknowledged leaders in every sense 
of the term, and firm in the faith. Both were 
dignified almost to the point of austerity, yet en- 
dowed with Christian gentleness in their every con- 
tact. Both lived meticulously in accord with the 
highest standards of the Presbyterian eldership. 
Both were delegates to the Second General Council 
of the Presbyterian Alliance, held in Philadelphia, 
in 1880. Were they living today, both would stand 
staunchly, and if need be defiantly, for whatever 
conclusion they might reach as to the issues our 
church faces, as to methods adopted in resolving 
our problems, as to usurpation of power by minori- 
ties, and as to procedures to be followed in com- 
batting prevalent evils. The point is, they would 
study each issue from every angle, including their 
sources of information. They would weigh all this 
in the light of a Bible not distorted by an “intel- 
lectual approach,” and General Assembly would 
listen to them.. .or else. I mention these two men 
as concrete examples of the fact that elders can 
follow God’s rules as set out in our Presbyterian 
church guides, and find them neither onerous nor 
impossible of accomplishment. Elders on a session, 
and in a given presbytery, knowing all the require- 
ments of the eldership and knowing each others’ 
interests and qualifications, if they are willing to 
live up to their acceptance of the trust imposed in 
them by their fellow-members and by God Who 
instituted the office, can most certainly exercise an 
influence which will bring life again to the dry 
bones in our denomination. 

The elder who does not have a good concordance, 
like Young’s for instance, should borrow one and 
look up every reference to “elder”? which has to 
do with his position and his work. That elder wil] 
find there are two kinds, good and bad. His study 
of God’s Word should be followed by a study of 
Presbyterian law and practice. Next he should 
evaluate his personal talents, and then he should 
put every one of them to use. Prayer for guidance 
along every step of his path will point the road and 
light the way; and with increasing clarity as each 
step is taken. Prayer will take on a new signific- 
ance. Many trials will beset him, but his prayer, 
and work, and patience, will help bring a new day 
in our church. With a carefully builded background 
of Scriptural knowledge, buttressed by real study 
and real thinking, he should scrutinize minutely 
every single bit of material used in the Sunday 
School and be outspoken in either praise or criti- 
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cism, in the session and in the church. He should 
look with an everlastingly suspicious eye on what- 
ever is proposed as being im accord with the so- 
called “intellectual approach” (and believe me, he 
will find much to test his judgment of values 
there). He should know the members of his church 
in their homes, and the children in those homes 
should be impressed by the fact that he is a spiritual 
leader when his visit ends. He should work shoulder 
to shoulder with the minister, by using both co- 
operation and criticism. He should practice and 
teach the Standards of the church, in their full 
purity. He should evidence a complete and whole- 
some and informed interest in our church courts. 
And he should see to it that all phases of his home 
life might well serve as a model for the homes of 
every member of the church. 


Until our ruling elders become, in truth and in 
fact, ruling elders, then, and then only in my judg- 
ment will our Southern Presbyterian Church get 
back into harness and pull its rightful weight in 
witnessing for the oldtime Gospel programme which 
made it the spiritual lighthouse it is, even though 
the light is being dimmed now. S. L. Morris says: 
“At its organization in 1861 into a separate re- 
ligious body, the Presbyterian Church, U. S. — 
popularly known as the Southern Church — gave 
the world a heroic spectacle of its faith in God and 
a sublime exhibition of its missionary spirit. Amid 
the throes of Civil War, the bitterness of sectional 
feeling and the agony of a disrupted Nation, the 
first General Assembly of the Southern Church rose 
sheer above the awful conflict to the contemplation 
of the Saviour’s last command and accepted its 
missionary responsibility — obedient to the Great 
Commission — in the following striking language: 
‘The General Assembly desires distinctly and de- 
liberately to inscribe on our Church’s banner as 
she now unfolds it to the world, in immediate con- 
nection with the headship of her Lord, His last 
Command, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature,” ,’ regarding this as 
the great end of her organization.’’ Dr. Thomas C. 
Johnson points to that first Assembly’s ‘Address 
to the Churches of Jesus Christ throughout the 
Earth,” and comments: ‘“‘The impression comes with 
increasing strength that in that single paper is 
enough to justify the separate existence of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church.” 


John Calvin had no illusions about man’s wisdom 
as against God’s. The same John Calvin, who is 
anathema until now to those who “hold the truth 
in unrighteousness; to those who, “vain in their 
imaginations,’ with their foolish hearts darkened, 
are “professing themselves to be wise,” but have 
become “fools:’? John Calvin would recognize for 
what they are, the innovations and embellishments 
now being made by some who call themselves Pres- 
byterians. When a Presbyterian minister tells me: 
“The heresy of today is the orthodoxy of tomor- 
row,” I let you join me in a glimpse of how far we 
have drifted. A gradual awakening is evident here 
and there, where elders are individually reaching 
out to see that facts instead of propaganda are 
given a more general circulation in the church. The 
only periodical guided by Presbyterians in our 
Southern Church which is devoted to an aggressive, 
well-directed effort to hold to doctrinal purity and 
to a return to our true standards of church govern- 
ment, is the periodical to which this article will be 
submitted; namely, The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. In all sincerity I am well convinced in my 
own mind that should the day arise when The 
Journal reaches every elder whose mind is open to 
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conviction, that the fairness of its attitude, coupled 
with the sane frankness with which it approaches 
our church problems, will result in a great majority 
of the elders in our church becoming vocal to the 
po.nt where they will make their convictions stick, 
in their local sessions, and on through our higher 
courts. I am also thoroughly convinced those con- 
victions will be in strict accord with the high 
standards, doctrinally and governmentally, which 
have historically characterized the Southern Presby- 
terian Church. I trust that the powers-that-be in 
The Journal will permit me to add that every elder 
who feels such a goal is desirable, and who wishes 
to have a part in reaching it, can widen his own 





influence immeasurably bv actively supporting The 


Journal’s programme. He can pray for its work. 


He can subscribe to it himself, and give subscrip- 
tions to it to one or more of his fellow-elders. He 
can make the effort to increase its effectiveness by 
advocating its reading in the homes of the members 
of his church. By writing the editor he can learn 
how he can add to the value of its contribution in 
other ways in righting a church situation sadly in 
need of adjustment. 


An awakened eldership will assure an awakened 
church. Almost would I say, it is now or never. 
Let our ruling elders be ruling elders. 





Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Sept. 18: Psalms For 
Daily Living (Temperance) 


Scripture: Psalms 15; 24:1-6; 143:8-10. Devo- 
tional Reading: Psalms 25:4-10. Our Devotional 
Reading is a fine daily prayer. If we are to live 
each day as God would have us live there are 
certain things we must ask Him to do for us: 


(1) “Show us thy ways, O Lord”; we are not to 
walk in our ways but in His ways, and these ways 
must be shown to us. We need someone to say 
to us, “This is the way, walk in it.’”” How often we 
take the wrong way; how often we are confused, 
and need a “plain path!” 


(2) “Teach me thy paths:’’ we need more than a 
revelation; we need a teacher. We cannot learn all 
at once, or all by ourselves. 


(3) “Lead me in thy truth: we need more than 
a Teacher; we need a Leader, someone to guide 
us in the path of life. We must follow where He 
leads. 


(4) ‘“‘Remember”’: In one sense God never for- 
gets, but in another, He is spoken of as ‘“‘remember- 
ing, and forgetting.’”’ The psalmist is praying that 
God will remember His tender mercies and loving- 
kindnesses: “‘Remember thou me.” He is also asking 
that God will not remember his sins or transgres- 
sions. 


If we expect God to answer this prayer then 
there are some things we must do: (1) we must 
wait on Him, not run ahead, or lag behind, or grow 
impatient when He seems to be slow about answer- 
ing. (2) We must be ‘‘meek’”; “The meek will he 
guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach His 
way.” Pride, we know goes before destruction, and 
a haughty spirit before a fall. If we wait on Him, 
and for Him; if we are meek; then we may con- 
fidently expect Him to show us, teach us, lead us, 
think about us in mercy and forgiving love and 
grace. 


“The Great Companion is not dead:” He is ready 
and waiting to go with us in our daily living. Would 
it not be well for us to begin each day with a 
prayer like this one? 


I. Psalms 15: A Citizen of Zion, or The Character 
of a Child of God. What sort of person does God 


want me to be? “Lord, who shall abide in thy 
tabernacle? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?” Let 
us see the character of this “citizen of Zion.” 


1. His Walk. “Walketh uprightly’’ We are not 
to walk like mere animals, but as men, made in the 
image of God, with our shoulders back, our faces 
up: the calling of God is an “upward calling” in 
Christ. Some men remind us of serpents as they 
crawl, or sneak along; some of wild animals search- 
ing for prey; some of very dumb animals as they 
are led captive by Satan, and later led to the 
slaughter, as an ox. Of course the “uprightly” 
refers to his moral and spiritual nature. Man was 
made for eternity, and for a home with God; his 
mind and heart shouid be set on the things that are 
above where Christ sitteth. 


2. His Work: “Righteousness.”’ Some men are 
lazy. They idle away their time, and accomplish 
nothing. Some are busy, but busy doing useless or 
sinful things. The Child of God, the Citizen of Zion, 
is to be busy working for God and for the good 
of his fellow-men. “I must work the works of Him 
that sent me while it is day; the night cometh 
when no man can work,” was the motto of the 
Great Servant of Jehovah, and of men. We must 
do all the good we can while here so that we may 
hear Him say, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant.” 


3. His Speech. “Speaketh the truth in his heart.” 
Some people say one thing and mean another; 
some speak truth, but live a lie. Sooner or later 
the lie will come out. In the Saturday Evening 
Post lately there has been a startling story of a 
preacher who left is pulpit to become what he 
calls himself, “King of Safe-breakers.’”’ No doubt 
he preached many a true sermon, while his heart 
was rotten. His end was tragic and miserable, as 
he lay in jail. “Truth in the heart” is the mark of 
a citizen of Zion. 


Such a man will not say one thing to his neigh- 
bor’s face, and another behind his back. He will 
not be a gossip or tale-bearer among his people: 
he will do no ill to his neighbor. Perhaps we sin 
more against our neighbors with our tongues than 
in any other way. A “temperate Tongue” is a 
mark of a Child of God. Intemperate speech is a 
very common sin, one which we should shun. This 
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is certainly one of tl 
our lesson today. 


temperance applications of 


4. His Judgment: Correct in judgment. A vile 
person is condemned by him, even though that 
“vile person” be rich, or influential, or powerful. 
He knows those that fear the Lord, though they 
may be poor, despised, persecuted. There is one 
sense in which we should “judge not;” but there is 
another time and place when we “know them by 
their fruits.”” (See James 2:1-9). 


5. His Honesty. If he makes a promise—swears 
to his own hurt—he does not go back on his word: 
his word is as good as his bond. He does not put 
his money out to usury, charge exorbitant interest, 
and make a living by robbing others, even when he 
can do so, “‘within the law.’’ He cannot be bribed. 


Such a person, with this rock-like character, 
“shall never be moved.” To change our figure, he 
is anchored safely, and cannot be shaken by the 
storms which sweep the world. 

How can we have such a character? Only as we 
wait on God, trust and obey, and pray the prayer 
we have in our Devotional Reading. 


II. Psalms 24: The King of Glory and His Wor- 
shippers. The King of glory owns this world and all 
who live on it. He made it and them, and His 
ownership is beyond dispute. 


What sort of people should His subjects, His 
worshippers, be? Who shall ascend into the hill of 
the Lord, or stand in His holy place 


1. His Hands must be clean; not clean merely 
from the grime and filth of the material world, 
but clean in a much deeper sense. They must be 
hands that have never done a dishonest, hurtful 
unkind, or ugly deed. Lift up holy hands, says 
Paul: cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and purify 
your hearts ye double-minded, says the prophet. 


2. His Heart must be pure. Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God. Our cleansing must 
go deeper than the outward life. A boy was 
scrubbing away on the outside of a window, but 
the spots were still ere: he had to go inside and 
wash the window, for the spots were within. The 
worst spots are in hearts. Our whole inner 
being—which is usually the meaning of “heart,” 

must be washed and made whiter than snow, in 
the precious blood of Christ before we can be clean 
within. 


3. No Idols in the place of God: the idolater 
“lifts up his soul to vanity,” for an idol is ‘nothing.’ 


4. He keeps all promises; does not swear 
deceitfully. 

How can we be such people, Only as the King of 
Glory comes into our hearts and lives. If we “lift 
up the gates” of our hearts, He will come in. Be- 
hold I stand at the door and knock; if any man 
will hear my voice and open the door, I will come 
into him and sup with him, and he with me. He 
must fit us for true worship before we can worship. 
I heard an old Confederate Chaplain make a very 
simple, and yet very beautiful prayer in which 
were these words: “Oh Lord, take us as we are, and 
make us what we ought to be.”’ 


Ill. Psalms 143:8-10: A Necessary Prayer. We 
have seen in our first two Psalms what kind of 
people we must be if we are to approach our Holy 
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Heavenly Father. If we are honest, and have any 
spiritua! insight, we know that we are far removed 
from the lofty ideals. How are we to attain such 
perfection of character, How can sinners dare to 
come to a Holy God, 


The whole of the 143 Psalm is a _ heart-felt 
prayer. “I stretch out my hands unto thee: my 
soul thirsteth after thee.”’ Are these words of us? 
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for they shall be filled. Hear me 
speedily, O Lord, my spirit faileth. 


Verses 8-10 continue the prayer and point out 
to us the way in which we can be fitted fo 
worship and for life pleasing to Him. 


1. Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the 
morning. How often do the psalmists stress “‘morn- 
ing devotions!’ If we meet Him in the morning 
we can expect Him to remain with us all day. 
Begin the day with God, if we want a happy and 
useful day. 

2. “In thee I trust.” Our faith must lay hold 
upon Him. 3. “Cause me to know the way” 4. “1 
lift up my soul unto thee: real prayer. 5. ‘Deliver 
me.”’ 6. “Hide me.’’ 7. ‘*Teach me.” 8. ‘“‘Lead me.’ 
9, “Quicken me.” 
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Lesson For Sept. 25: The 
Psalms We Sing 


Scripture: Psalms 23; 42; 46; 90; 121; 148. 

vouonal Reading: Psalms 63:1-6. The Psalms 
were meant to be sung. Well would it be to follow 
them closely in the Songs and Hymns we sing. I 
for one feel that in some of our churches there is a 
pathetic lack of spiritual content and meaning in 
many songs that are used in worship. Whenever I 
hear these “‘new songs’’ I feel that here is a clear 
case where “the old is better.” 


Our great Hymns are built around the Bible, 
and many of them are paraphrases of the Psalms, 
or originate from some expression found in them. 
In all Church Hymnals there are preserved a few 
of the Psalms. Our old Hymnals, The Psalms and 
Hymns” has a goodly number of the more familiar 
Psalms. I suppose that no Church Song Book would 
omit the Twenty-third Psalm. 


As we see from our Devotional Reading, it is the 
soul that is thirsting for God, seeking Him, that 
loves to express its emotions in song. We desire to 
praise and bless Him, and one of the most soul- 
satisfying methods is that of singing songs of 
praise. If the “joy-bells are ringing” in our hearts, 
we want to “tell the world” of that joy. 


The selections for our study are, naturally, some 
of the most familiar and precious of the Psalms. 


I. Psalm 23: The Sheep and the Shepherd. The 
Sinner and the Saviour. David was a shepherd be- 
fore he was a king: our Lord was both Shepherd 
and King. The best commentary on the 23rd. 
Psalm is the 10th. Chapter of the Gospel of John, 
verses 1 to 30. 


There are many passages in the Bible which are 
so transcendentally peautiful that it seems almost 
like sacrilege to touch them, much less try to ex- 
pound them. In fact, they need no expounding; 
they oniy need to be absorbed into our very hearts, 
so that they become a part of us. You do not try 
to explain or expound a pearl; you only look, and 
look, and look, until! you see some of its beauty. 
This psalm is like a priceless string of pearls, each 
verse, or phrase, a pearl of great price. All we 
can do with such a psalm is to let it thrill and 
satisfy our needy hearts. 


The first verse is iike a thread which holds the 
pearls together. It makes an all-inclusive statement 
in two parts, (1) The Lord is my shepherd, and 
(2) I shall not waat. Earthly shepherds are not 
always able to care fully for their sheep, and meet 
the needs of the flock; our Good and Great Shep- 
herd can more than satisfy all our needs. This 
comes out as we study the psalm. 

The first need of a sheep is for someone to feed 
it: this is the first need of a child of God. He, the 
Good Shepherd, supplies food for our souls: “I am 
the living bread which came down from heaven: 
if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever; 
and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, which 
I will give for the life of the world.” “I am the 
bread of life.’”” He feeds us on the sincere milk of 
the Word, on the finest of the wheat, on strong 
meat, on honey from the rock. Then there is the 
river of the water of life, wells of salvation, springs 
in the valley, rain and snow coming down from 
heaven, the refreshing dew. Food and drink and 
rest are all ours: we are the sheep of His pasture, 
and there is abundance for all. 

The second great need of the soul is for Some- 
one to lead it. He leadeth me, O blessed thought, 
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Even when the path takes us through the valley of 
the shadow of death, He is by our side. “I will 
never leave thee, or forsake thee.” 

Then we must have Someone to fight for us. As 
David delivered the sheep out of the paw of the 
lion and bear, so the Son of God, the Captain of 
our salvation, will conquer all our foes. We are 
“more than conquerers’”; we feast in the presence 
of our enemies; a table is spread for us; our cup 
overflows. “When God fills the cup, He fills the 
saucer also.” 


Because we are sinners, and like sheep have all 
gone astray, we must have Someone to follow us 
and forgive us: “‘Goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life. 


(Two hymns suggest themselves: “I Was A 
Wandering Sheep,” and “The Ninety and Nine’”’) 


And then, we need Someone to Furnish us a 
Home. We must have “‘sheep-folds’” for sheep: we 
have the Father’s House in which we will dwell 
forever. “In my Father’s House are many man- 
sions:” “Lead me gently Home, Father, lead me 
gently Home!” 

II. Psalms 42: Discouragement: ‘‘Why art thou 
cast down, O my soul?”’ Most of us get discouraged 
at times. We not only have “Blue Mondays” but 
other blue days. Fear, Worry, Discouragement, are 
three of Satan’s favorite weapons, and perhaps the 
worst is discouragement. Many of our greatest men 
had to face and conquer this temptation: Moses, 
the great statesman, Joshua, the brilliant soldier, 
Elijah, the fearless prophet, John the Baptist, the 
Disciples, Martin Luther, the great Reformer. David 
often had ‘‘The Blues,’’ and he had reason to feel 
this way. 

1. His pitiable condition: He was thirsty, panting 
like a deer; his tears had been his meat day and 
night; his enemies were taunting him, saying. 
“Where is thy God?” It all boils down to this: 
David had lost contact with God, and his courage 
had vanished. 


2. The Cure for his trouble: “Hope in God.” 
Hope is a wonderful possession; we can stand 
almost any sort of trouble or disaster, or sickness, 
if we have hope. But hope in man is often a base- 
less hope: it is like the mirage in the desert. The 
only real cure is Hope in God: hope in His Char- 
acter, His Promises, His Performances, as we see 
them in History. 


(See a fine illustration in ‘3,000 Illustrations 
for Christian Service,’ by Walter B. Knight, page 
362, entitled “Sperondeo”’). 

Ill. Psalms 46: A Tottering World and a Safe 
City, the City of God. It is no wonder that this is 
said to: be Martin Luther’s favorite Psalm. (See 
his great hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.’’) 
There are three striking pictures in this psalm: 

1. A Shaken, Tottering World. This world is still 
the same sort of world: earthquakes, storms, wars, 
sweep over it, leaving destruction and desolation, 
famines and plagues. 


’ 

2. But the City of God is safe, for the River 
supplies it, and God’s people are safe in the city: 
“she shall not be moved.” 

3. The Exalted God is her Protector: He is ours 
also. 


IV. Psalms 90: The Eternal God and Frail Man. 
“Let me know how frail I am” is a good prayer. 
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In this Psalm we have some most important lessons: 


1. God is from everlasting to everlasting. The 
Eternity of God is our Hope and Stay. If our God 
changed as we change, there would be no anchor 
for the soul: we would have nothing to base our 
hope upon. 


2. Man is Frail and Sinful. The greatest, the 


best, the most powerful men who have lived in the 
earth are like the grass. All, too, are subject to 
the wrath of God on account of sin. 


3. Moses pleads with God to have mercy upon 
us. Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon 
us and establish the work of our hands. 


This is one of the grandest Psalms in the Book. 
We should learn its central lesson and prayer: “So 
teach us to number our days that we may get a 
heart of wisdom.” (R.V.) 


A heart of Wisdom is a heart that (1) Knows 
God, 2) Knows Ourself, (3) Knows how to look 
to God and lean upon Him. 


V. Psalms 121: The Lord is Thy Keeper. What 
can frail man do? The hills and mountains offer 
no refuge and help. He must lift up his eyes and 
soul beyond the hills to the God Who made them 
and him; to the God Who never slumbers or sleeps: 
He is our Keeper. 


VI. Psalms 148: Praise ye the Lord. Angels praise 
Him; all creation praises Him, even the beasts of 
the field; we should praise Him, all of us, kings, 


princes, judges, young men, maidens, old men, and 
children. 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For September 
Sept. 17: Strengthening My Beliefs 


Call to Worship: Romans 8:35-39. 
Opening Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up To Thee.” 
Season of Prayer: Have selected sentence prayers 


or use the suggested directed prayers in Presby- 
terian Youth. 


Scripture Lesson: Psalm 1. 


Leader’s Introduction: During the past two Sun- 


day nights of this month we have looked at some 
of our beliefs and at some of our doubts. Now we 
are interested in strengthening our beliefs. We 
might approach it this way: one day a young 
person came to me and said, “I don’t see what 
this doctrine of predestination is all about, but as 
a Presbyterian I am going to believe it. Will you 
give me something to strengthen my belief?” We 
should hold in high regard the doctrines of the 
church because they have come from the minds and 
hearts of great saints of God and through the 
centuries they have stood the test of time in 


meeting the demands of life. But this is not the 
main reason why we ought to be strong in the faith, 
simply because the church says so. The very heart 
of our church’s confession of faith is that churches 
and councils of men do err; therefore what ou 
church teaches must ever be tested by the Word 
of God. 


But there is another way in which we may ap- 
proach this problem of strengthening our beliefs. 
We can follow a way of study and action that will 
enable us to grow strong in faith and action all 
along the line, and as we grow we will find our 
beliefs strengthened. For instance, ours is not the 
problem merely of finding something that will 
strengthen particular positions that we hold, but 
rather ours is the problem of following systematical- 
ly the path that God has set down as the pathway 
that leads to real, true, life-moulding convictions. 
Then as we follow this path and find that the 
Presbyterian confession is in harmony with these 
great Christian convictions our beliefs then mean 
something to us. Let us go to the Word of God 
and find this pathway we must follow, first sing- 
ng prayerfully as we come to the Word of God a 
hymn that asks God to guide us into all truth. 


Hymn of Preparation: “Open My Eyes That I May 
See.” 


Talk No. 1: Commit Yourself. Proverbs 3:5-7; 
John 7:17. Beliefs must be intellectually respect- 
able, based on sure knowledge and revelation; but 
God is not merely interested that we hold sound 
beliefs in our heads. God has a full rounded pro- 
gram for those who would know the truth. Christ 
expressed it this way: “If you know these things, 
happy are you when you do them.” We know with 
our heads, we are happy in our hearts or emotional 
natures, and we act with the service of our minds 
and bodies. Knowledge - Emotion - Will, these God 
has joined, and what God has joined let no man 
put assunder. 


If we are to know what God wants us to believe 
we must be willing to completely commit ourselves 





to God with that utter abandonment that says, 
“God, show me thy truth and I will joyfully and 
unreservedly embrace it and live out my life in 
devotion to it.”” When we trust God and surrender 
to Him in this manner He will lead us to have 
strong beliefs of which we are sure. 


Talk No. 2: Clarify Your Mind. Matt. 22:29; 
John 5:39; Acts 17:11; I Jno. 2:27. In order that 
our beliefs may be real and reasonable we must be 
clear in our minds as to just what we believe and 
why. God is revealed in His natural creation about 
us, God is revealed in history by His saving and 
revealing acts, and yet apart from the Word of 
God we cannot even understand the nature and 
purpose of God in nature and history; and when it 
comes to human redemption and service we are 
closed up completely to the Word of God. We can 
bring helpful light from any and all sources in 
life about us, but we must bring these into the 
light of the Word of God. To know God’s will and 
believe what God wants us to believe we must 
search the Scripture under the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. When we form our beliefs apart from the 
Word of God, or from the Word of God in an aca- 
demic way without the Spirit’s leading, we do err. 
The Scriptures are the only rule given us to show 
us what ye are to believe about God and what duty 
God requires of man. To the Word and to the tes- 
timony. 


Talk No. 3: Co-operate with Others. Rom. 1:11- 
12; Ephesains 4:11-12. As we study the Word of 
God to form clear beliefs we need to remember 
that wisdom did not begin with us nor will it perish 
with us. We must tell what the Spirit says to the 
churenes by what other Christians have been led to 
find in the Word. As we study we need to know 
that our minds are stimulated by other minds and 
we must study together. And above all we need to 
remember that God has given to the church teach- 
ing pastors who from week to week break the 
Bread of Life from the Word, and as you and | 
faithfully attend the preaching of the full Word of 
God from the pulpit God uses that to build us up 
in the faith to strengthen us for our task. You and 
I can never have strong beliefs if we forsake the 
private, diligent study of the Word and we can 
never grow strong if we neglect to attend the 
pulic preaching of the Word. 


Talk No. 4: Communicate to Others. Galatians 
6:6; IL Timothy 2:2. The truth of God is not for 
us to have and hold and enjoy alone. It must be 
shared with others. The truth of God is not an 
academic thing, it is the one thing that is absolutely 
vital to all the world. It has been given to us to pass 
on to those who do not know, we have been sent 
into the world to take that truth to all the world. 
When God speaks His truth to you you must tell 
some one else, you must go with it where God 
wants you to go, you must help send others into 
all the world. In obeying God’s command to share 
the truth you will find your own faith and beliefs 
becoming stronger. 


Leader’s Discussion: We see then that to 
strengthen our own beliefs we must commit our- 
selves fully to God to be used in whatever way He 
may lead, and when we do this in sincerity we will 
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begin to clarify our own beliefs by carefully study- 
ing the Word of God, privately and in co-operation 
with others, and as God gives us light we will share 
that light to the ends of the earth. Have we been 
following this pathway in our group? Should we 
have more Bible study together than we have had? 
Has what Bible study we have had been dry and 
dull because we were not willing to let go and be 
used of God? Are there those in our community 
who do not know the truth of God to whom we 
should communicate that truth? (The leader can 
here let the discussion follow whatever lines it will 
and should try to lead to some practical decisions 
to act on). 
Closing Hymn: “O Grant Us Light That We May 
Know.” 
Benediction: Psalm 19:14. 


Sept. 25: Action! Camera! 


Introduction 


The purpose of this program is to acquaint your 
group with the needs of the Religious Education 
Committee of our Church with which they may 
make a promotional moving picture of the young 
people’s work throughout the Assembly. Naturally 
this calls for factual material and will be a little 
different type program than usual. 


But as we approach this program we need again 
to remind ourselves that we are interested primarily 
in getting the truth of the Word of God into the 
hearts of people, and we are ready to use any and 
all means that will help us do this job more ef- 
fectively. We have seen the great educational 
forces that moving pictures have become in our 
land, and we regret that all too much of this 
education has tended to break down moral stand- 
ards, create desires that the average person can- 
not satisfy, and set up false values for life. But 
be it for good or for ill we all recognize that what 
we see and hear and participate in by projection 
of our personalities becomes a part of us far more 
than something does that we merely hear. We must 
use the best visual education methods in our efforts 
to do the best possible job in education. 


To understand something of this task it might be 
interesting to see how the Biblical writers tried to 
use the best visual methods they could. Often times 
they realized that people did not listen, but that 
they did remember when they were made to stop, 
look and listen. Here are a few examples. 


Bible Guide Posts 


ed 


1. The Dream of Joseph: Genesis 37:5-7. 

2. The Parable of Jotham: Judges 9:7-15. 

3. The Symbolic Act of Jeremiah: Jeremiah 19: 
10-11. 

4. The Message of the Locusts: Joel 1:1-20. 

5. The Parables of Our Lord: Matthew 3:3. 


In all of these cases there was spiritual truth 
that the people needed and the prophets used some 


familiar, every day objects that could be seen, or 


some events that had happened, and used them to 
illustrate the spiritual truth. Our Lord took every 
day things that the people could see and with them 
drew word pictures of the unseen realities. By 
means of visual education we have the means 
available to use this law of learning in a far more 
effective way than the people of old ever could. 


Suggestions 


Presbyterian Youth presents this program by 
means of a drama dialogue and closes with short 
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order of worship. Include in this order some 
reference to the fact that visual education is the 
modern way of using the history old fact that men 
can remember what they see, hear and feel much 
better than they can that which they only hear. 


If you want a good movie for this topic tonight 
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minute sound, color movie on the young people’: 
work of our church. 
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The Shorter Catechism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D. 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


Decatur, Ga. 


Q. 24. How doth Christ execute the office of a 
prophet? 


A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in 
revealing to us, by His Word and Spirit, the will of 
Giod for our salvation. 


A prophet is one who speaks for God, who speaks 
(God’s Word. Reveal means to show, to unveil, to 
uncover what was before hidden. Christ is the 
prophet in the highest and fullest sense. He reveals 
God because He is God made plain in a human life. 
“Neither knoweth any man the Father, save the 
Son and he to whom the Son willeth to reveal Him. 
Come unto ME.” “He that hath seen me hath seen 
the Father.” 


‘“‘All His Father in Him shone.” (Milton). 


Christ is God, the Word, or God the Revealer. 
Christ reveals the Father by His Word and His 
Spirit. The Son is that person of the Godhead who 
visited the Partriarchs and who spoke through the 
Old Testament prophets. Then He took our full 
human nature and lived our life from the cradle to 
the grave showing us the heart and love of God 
the Father in a soft human light. In this life He 
spoke the words the Father gave Him to speak and 
did the deed the Father gave Him to do. And the 
things the gracious Father gave Him to do and to 
hear were the things necessary for our salvation. 
The meaning or significance of what Jesus did and 
suffered for our salvation, of what He is doing for 
us now in His risen glory, He caused to be written 
for us in His Word. 


Moreover, as we read the Word the living Christ 
sends His Spirit into our heart to remove the 
blinds that sin set up there so that we can see 
clearly. The way of salvation is set forth in the 
Bible. The living Christ opens our minds to under- 
stand from it the will of God for our salvation. 
God puts His Word in our eyes as we read it, in 
our ears as we hear it, in our mouth as we repeat 
it. God puts His Word so close to us because God 
wants to save us. Since Christ is living and active 
speaking to us by His Word and Spirit, the Word is 
called the mouth of the Lord. When we accept 
Christ on the authority of His Word we are ac- 
cepting Him on His own authority. Faith is the 
living flash of identification of the Word as written 
with the Voice of Him whose word it is. He is the 
Good Shepherd. As He speaks through His Word 
and accompanies the Word by His Spirit, we hear 
His voice and follow Him. He is the Door, by Him 
we enter in and are saved and go in and out and 
find pasture. 


Q. 25. How doth Christ execute the office of a 
priest? 


A. Christ executeth the office of a priest, in His 
once offering up of Himself a sacrifice to satisfy 
divine justice, and reconcile us to God. 


As the prophet Christ speaks for God to us. As 
the priest He prays to God for us. Christ is both 


the Priest and the Sacrifice. He both makes the 
offering and He is the offering. He offers up Him- 
self. Then on the basis of that offering made once 
for all He intercedes or prays to God for us. 


_ He made one offering once for all, but He ever 
lives to intercede. That means He is always pleading 
the value, the efficacy of that one sacrifice. Be- 
cause that one sacrifice means so much to God, 
therefore, He hears Christ’s prayer and forgives 
our sins. 


John the Baptist called Christ the Lamb of God. 
He meant for us to understand that the sacrifice 
of Christ is the great offering of which the lambs 
in the Old Testament were pictures of types, and 
these Old Testament sacrifices teach us the mean- 
ing of the true Lamb of God. 


The first step in the Old Testament offering was 
to choose a lamb without spot or blemish. The one 
who offered the lamb was a sinner, the lamb he 
brought was a perfect specimen. That means that 
the lamb was not an exact picture of the offerer. It 
was a substitute for the sinner, a good lamb offered 
for a bad man. And so we are redeemed with the 
precious blood of Christ as of a lamb without spot 
and without blemish. 


Secondly, the sinner who brought a lamb laid his 
hands upon the head of the lamb thus transferring 
his sin to the Lamb. 


“I lay my sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb 
of God. 


He bears them all and frees us from the ac- 
cursed load.” 


Thirdly, the Old Testament offerer took a knife 
and killed the lamb. His sin or his guilt had been 
transferred to the head of the lamb. By killing the 
lamb the sinner realized that the wages of sin is 
death. “Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures.”’ 


Fourthly, some of the blood was sprinkled by the 
High Priest upon the altar and on the mercy seat 
in the holy of holies. At the Passover the blood was 
sprinkled on the doorposts and the lintel. When the 
angel of death saw the blood of the sacrificed 
lamb, he passed over that home and did not enter 
to take the life of the firstborn. Thus the blood of 
the lamb covered the guilt of sin. Sin that is 
covered from the eyes of God’s justice is removed, 
atoned for, satisfied, forgiven, “In Christ we have 
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of His grace.” 


Fifthly part of the offering was burnt as a sacri- 
fice. As the cloud of smoke covered the offerer 
from the light of the sun, so the sacrifice covered 
the offerer or his sin from the wrath of God. Then 
“Let us walk in love as Christ also has loved us, 
and has given himself for us as an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.” 


Finally, pagt or all of the lamb was sometimes 
eaten by the offerer. This was done with the Pass- 
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over Lamb. As Christ our Passover was sacrificed 
for us so we come to the Lord’s Table to receive 
the blessings of His death and His resurrection ii 
the forgiveness of our sins and in the new life He 
gives us. 

Q. 26. How doth Christ execute the office of a 
king? 

A. Christ executeth the office of a king in sub- 
duing us to Himself, in ruling and defending us, 
and in restraining and conquering all His and our 
enemies. 

Gabriel promised Mary that the Lord God would 
give unto her Child the Throne of His father David. 
Christ accepted the title King when it was given 
Him by Nathanael, by the people of Jerusalem, 
and by Pilate. But somewhat as David was crowned 
years before he ascended his throne, so our Lord 
Jesus was anointed King at His Baptism, but only 
ascended His Throne at the right hand of the 
Father by His Resurrection and Ascension. At 
Pentecost He poured forth the Holy Spirit and 
ever since has been reigning and ruling over the 
hearts of His people and in His Church. The history 
of missions is the history of the spread of His reign. 


Christ subdues us unto Himself. By the fall we 
rebelled against God. By nature we are at enmity 
toward God. The natural man is not subject to the 
law of God neither indeed can he be. But Christ 
came to this earth to restore the rule of God. By 
His Word and His Spirit He subdues our rebellious 
wills and brings us into the obedience of the Chris- 
tian faith. He does this not by external force, but 
by internal love. The Holy Spirit sheds abroad His 
love in our hearts. Christ restores God’s reign over 
us by the way of His communion with us, by living 
for us, by dying in our stead, by loving us and 
opening our hearts to accept His love and to love 
Him in return. His yoke is easy and His burden 
is light, because His is the yoke of love and the 
burden of kindness. 


He rules over us. We love the Saviour who died 
to save us. Loving Him means loving God, because 
He is God. And loving Him means loving man, for 
He is also man. Now the first four commandments 
tells us how to love God and the last six tells us 
to love man. When we accept Christ as our Saviour, 
at the same time we begin to love the law which is 
His loving will for us. And so Christ writes His 
laws upon our hearts and puts them into our minds. 
The Christian wants to obey the law in order to 
show his gratitude to God for saving him. For the 
Christian, the law is not a fearful burden from a 
hard taskmaster but it is the loving will of his 
gracious heavenly Father. In Christ we live in the 
Kingdom of grace, we are not condemned criminals 
but beloved children. We want to do what our 
heavenly Father wants us to do, for we trust Him 
and realize that He knows what is best for us. All 
obedience is the work of grace, and grace always 
works obedience. 


He defends us. A soldier left to take command 
of an infantry platoon. They were to face the re- 
doubtable panzer divisions and the air power that 
had levelled Rotterdam and Warsaw. The words 
that God spoke to Joshua when he was called to 
lead the host of the Lord came with special! force 
to his mind. “He hath said, ‘I will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee! So that we may boldly say, ‘The 
Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear what man 
may do unto me.’” When the forces of battle 
crashed over them, many of our men found their 
comfort in the promises of God such as the soldiers’ 
psalms, the twenty-seventh and the ninety-first. 
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God defends us by restraining and conquering all 
His and our enemies. Nor only the forces of the 
Nazi, but more particularly the power of Satan. 
The Son of God was manifested that He might 
destroy the works of the devil. Go to Christ He can 
keep Satan from making a catspaw out of you. He 
has overcome the world and He can keep the love 
of the world from wrecking your life. Finally Christ 
shall destroy the power of death itself. Now He is 
governing all things in heaven and earth in the 
interest of His people His Church. He is guiding 
history to the end that God has in store for Him 
and for His people. Then He shall present His 
Church to Himself without spot or blemish. 
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Woman’s Work 





Church Woman's Calendar 
September 1949 


Sept. 1: Opening Day of Church Loyalty Season 
(Sept. 1 - Nov. 6). 

Sept. 4: Religious Education Study Season starts 
(Sept. 4 - Oct. 1). 

Sept. 18: Sabbath Observance Day. 

Sept. 25: Rally Day and First Day of Religious 
Education Week. 

Special Study: Lift Up Your Eyes, by Lewis J. 
Sherrill. This is the Book-of-the-Month for every 
member of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 

Cirele Program Topic: “The Physically And Spir- 
itually Blind.” John 9,10. 

Monthly Emphasis: Religious Education. 

General Program Topic: “Youth With Christian 
Conviction.” 

Group Conferences will be held in many districts 
during September. 





Sabbath Observance Day 


“In the growth and development of nations, there 
is a marked parallel between the prosperity of the 
nation and its observance, or lack of observance, of 
a weekly rest day. Those nations that have best 
kept God’s law of the Sabbth have been the most 
richly blessed. In recent years we have seemingly 
been forgetting this fact, until it begins to look as 
if our time-honored American Sabbath is to be re- 
placed by the Continental or European Sabbath, 
which has been the curse of every nation that has 
followed it. 


September 18 is Sabbath Observance Day — a 
time when all Christians are urged to attend their 
churches and renew their loyalty to Christ and 
their purpose to support, with their presence, pray- 
ers, and participation, the services of their 
churches. 


Humility 
“The bird that soars on highest wing 
Builds on the ground her lowly nest; 
And she that doth most sweetly sing 
Sings in the shade when all things rest; 
In lark and nightingale we see 
What honor hath humility. 


When Mary chose the better part, 
She meekly sat at Jesus’ feet; 
And Lydia’s gently opened heart 
Was made for God’s own temple meet; 
Fairest and best adorned is she 
Whose clothing is humility. 


The saint that wears heaven’s brighest crown 
In deepest adoration bends; 
The weight of glory bows him down 
The most when most his soul ascends; 
Nearest the throne itself must be 
The footstool of humility. 
—J. Montgomery. 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 





“AS I'THERS SEE US” 


By Lucita H. Wait 


Southern Presbyterians have for many years 
listened with interest to missionaries, returned 
from the foreign field, telling about the natives 
among whom they work. Their customs, manners, 
reactions to cantact with Christianity, have all 
been described to attentive audiences. We seldom, 
however, have the opportunity to learn the impres- 
sions made upon these people by our represent- 
atives in the foreign field. Undoubtedly, the mis- 
sionary is scrutinised more carefully even by the 
native, than the native by the missionary. 


It is of especial interest, therefore, to find a book 
in which the missionary is described by the native, 
so that we can see the “other side of the picture.” 
We are given this opportunity in a book written by 
a descendant of one of the pioneer families of the 
West Brazil Mission. Maria de Melo Chaves tells, 
in this valuable history of early days of our work 
in Minas entitled ‘“‘Pioneers of the Faith,” the story 
of her father’s conversion, influenced by several 
of our pioneer missionaries, such as the Revs. John 
Boyle, Charles I. Morton, Robert Daffin. Carrying 
on the story to recent days, she writes also of later 
arrivals in the primative areas of the State of 
Minas. One chapter goes into some detail in pictur- 
ing a missionary family, seen from the point of 
view referred to above. Translated in part, Mrs. 
Chaves’ chapter follows: 


“The city of Patrocinio, in the west of Minas, is 
situated on a high spur of the mountain range 
called Cruzeiro, from which, in all directions, fine 
views are to be seen. This town was chosen as the 
center of a large mission field, to which Dr. Alva 
Hardie came in 1925, with his devoted companion, 
Mrs. Hardie, and their two younger children, Helen 
and Charles. 


The Hardie family soon became a part of the 
life of the city, thanks to their friendly, delightful 
manner. Mrs. Hardie, because of her culture and 
education, as well as her kind and charitable spirit, 
soon became a favorite among the population. She 
visited the sick, both rich and poor, making no 
distinction as to social position nor religion, taking 
each one a small gift and a word of comfort. She 
had a loyal and sincere smile for everyone. 


‘The Hardies preach the Gospel even by their 
manner of dress,’ someone said to me. I was sur- 
prised at this remark, since the speaker was no 
friend of the protestants. 


Rev. Alva Hardie is a person with a frank and 
optimistic character, and a strong, attractive per- 
sonality. His manner of speaking was always agre- 
able, with a rather imposing tone of voice and 
careful diction, even when he made an error in 
pronunciation. When this occurred, the listener still 
had a favorable impression, for the mistake was 
made with great elegance, each syllable being care- 
fully pronounced, so that even the mistake was 
well made. 
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Dr. Hardie never used the expressions common 
to most languages, such as ‘more or less,’ ‘so-so,’ 
‘maybe,’ or anything expressing doubt. He either 
knew or didn’t know, and with him it was ‘yes, yes’ 
or ‘no, no.” When anyone asked: ‘How are you?,’ 
the reply came promptly, with his characteristic 
postive and emphatic manner: ‘Very well.’ This 
sometimes left the inquirer somewhat ill at ease, 
since there was nothing more to be said on the 
subject. 


He had the habit of rising on tip-toe as he 
preached, and his sermons were always full of 
illustrations. These were told with clarity and vivid- 
ness, always prefaced by the words: ‘At one time 
. . .. Then would come the story, always appropri- 
ate and an integral part of the sermon. 


His preaching was heard with interest and at- 
tention by all ages and types of listeners. His pre- 
sentation of the text followed a personal and unique 
pattern; he avoided the better-known and more 
often used passages, so that when he read the 
scriptures everyone listened carefully, wondering 
what was to come from it. Even when he used a 
familiar text, his development of it was so original 
and interesting that no one lost interest. 


One of his sermons which was a favorite in 
Patrocinio had as text Jeremiah 12:5, in which he 
described the anguish of the animals which custo- 
marily sought shelter under the banks of the river 
Jordan, when suddenly they were confronted with 
the. dangers of the flood which carried all before 
it. When this was given a spiritual meaning, a 
strong lesson was found in the text. There were 
many other great sermons preached by this conse- 
crated servant of God. They went directly to the 
heart of the hearer, in such an emphatic and per- 
suasive manner that each one would go out saying: 
‘It seemed as if he were speaking specially to me.’ 


Hard-working and optimistic, the Hardies never 
missed an opportunity to implant, in the hearts of 
the people, the good news of salvation. Dr. Hardie 
traveled a great deal, and ‘Miss Kate,’ the ideal 
type of pastor’s wife, would substitute for him, 
even in the work of the pulpit, reading appropriate 
and well-chosen sermors. She is one of several 
sisters who married missionaries. 


Dr. Hardie traveled in a Ford car, which accom- 
plished miracles on the difficult roads of that un- 
developed countryside. Often, when the road 
seemed to come to a sudden end, the Ford would 
still go on. When the destination was truly inac- 
cessible by car, he would mount his riding mule, 
‘America,’ which always seemed to be awaiting him 
in those distant places. 


In all his career, I don’t believe Dr. Hardie ever 
failed to keep his word when he made an appoint- 
ment to be in a certain place. Once, as usual, he 
wrote to Dr. Otoniel Ribeiro, leader of the church 
in Lagoa Formosa, telling him on what day and 
hour he would be there. But on the appointed 
day a terrific downpour came on, lasting all day. 
The roads were flooded, everything stopped, no 
one dared go out. Dr. Hardie was due to arrive at 
five p.m., and he was awaited by those who could 
get there, for the evening meal. At half past four 
Dr. Ribeiro looked at his watch and said: ‘Today 
Dr. Hardie won’t keep his promise.’”” Everyone 
looked out at the storm and agreed that it would 
be an impossibility. When the clock began to strike 
five, Dr. Ribeiro said to the others: ‘Didn’t I tell 
you?’ At that very moment an automobile horn 
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was heard in the street, in the midst of the furious 
sound of wind and tempest. Dr. Hardie was ar- 
riving. 


Another interesting incident, which reveals the 
personality of Dr. Hardie, occurred in Rio Paran- 
aiba ... There was great hostility to the Gospel 
there, even to the point of persecution and threats 
of death to the leaders of our church, as well as 
to the pastor who worked there. 


One evening Dr. Hardie was preaching in the 
ittle village, to a capacity audience, when someone 
from the street threw onto the roof a bomb, which 
promptly exploded. There was a great hubbub, with 
women and children screaming, men running out 
into the street to try to catch the criminal, every- 
thing in a turmoil. 


Dr. Hardie paused for a moment in his sermon, 
looked over the room calmly, and said: ‘The danger 
is over now; we can proceed.’ 


As a matter of fact, the bomb had only destroyed 
some of the tiles on the roof. 


This was the extraordinary worker who for 
many years, with Patrocinio as the center of his 
pastoral activities, accomplished in all that area a 
memorable series of heroic deeds, which are an 
honor to the evangelistic work in Brazil. 


He was not the man to be easily discouraged by 
difficulties. Often he would go out into the streets 
of the city, distributing leaflets from house to 
house. The people of Patrocino are on the whole 
well educated and agreeable, but occasionally some- 
one would be encountered who resented the pro- 
yress of the Evangelical Church, and who would 
not hesitate to reject with a rude gesture the prof- 
fered tract. Dr. Hardie would thank him and go on. 


For many years he used an objective method of 
preaching, by the use of a stereopticon, which al- 
ways attracted a large number of the curious, who 
wanted to see ‘the minister’s movie.’ Using the wall 
as a screen when necessary, he would stand beside 
the projector, beginning his explanation in that 
manner so characteristic and so attractive to the 
populace: ‘This is the man who was going down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho...’ And all would 
listen attentively, eyes on the pictures, to the 
sermons preached in such an original and convinc- 
ing manner. 


Dr. Hardie and his family lived in Patrocinio for 
seven years. On arrival he found only three be- 
lievers in the town. He had charge of the work in 
thirteen towns, some of which also had rural con- 
gregations. He built houses of worship in almost all 
of these localties, gave great impetus to the evan- 
gelistic work and received into the church some 
hundreds of converts. He persuaded most of these 
to become tithers, and was a great instrument in 
God’s hands for the development of His Kingdom 
in this land.” 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN HOUR 











Primary Release: September 4 


Delayed Release: September 11 
Guest Singers: Choir of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Danville, Va. L. H. Benton, Director. 


Speaker: Rev. Mack C. Macqueen, Pastor, Graves 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, Clinton, N. C. 


Topic: ‘The Mother Heart Of The Church.” 
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Primary Release: September 11 
Delayed Release: September 18 


Guest Singers: The Men-at-Montreat. 

Special Soloist: William Hess, Tenor, Marble Col- 
legiate Church, New York, N. Y. 

Speaker: Mr. N. B. Etheridge, Presbyterian Lay- 
man of Norfolk, Va. 

Topic: “The Church And Her Laymen.” 


Columbia Seminary Receives 
Challenge Gift Of $100,000.00 
For Library 


On repeated occasions in recent years the Di- 
rectors of Columbia Theological Seminary have 
expressed the view that the erection of a new 
library is the most urgent material need of the 
institution. The seminary’s valuable collection of 
more than 35,000 volumes, in addition to duplicates 
and periodicals, is at present housed in temporary 
quarters in Campbell Hall, the administration 
building. Although reasonably adequate at the time 
Columbia Seminary was moved to Decatur, these 
quarters do not provide room for modern stacks to 
accommodate the growing book collection of the 
school, and they have never afforded adequate 
facilities for the care and display of its tremend- 
ously valuable collection of historic books and 
documents. 


The fact that the student body of the seminary 
has more than doubled during the past several years 
has made the facilities of the reading room in- 
adequate to meet the needs of the students who are 
constantly at work in it. That same gratifying 
growth has created an urgent need for more class- 
rooms and more office space for faculty members. 
The part of Campbell Hall now occupied by the 
library was originally designed to be used for class- 
rooms and offices, and can easily be altered to 
provide them when a new library building is erec- 
ted. The necessity for such a building is the more 
pressing because of the institution’s participation in 
the University Center of Georgia and the fact that 
its books should be available for use by the students 
and faculty members of Agnes Scott, Emory, and 


other participating institutions, as well as by 


ministers of the Atlanta area. That need, which 
is already evident, will become increasingly urgent 
as the program of co-operative graduate study 
which is planned for the University Center becomes 
a reality. 


A careful study has been made of the present 
and prospective needs of the seminary in the matter 
of library facilities, and plans have been prepared 
for a building which will be admirably designed 
to meet those needs. It is estimated that this build- 
ing can be erected at a cost of approximately 
$250,000. This is in itself a large sum for the 
seminary to secure, but the Administration and 
Directors are convinced that nothing less than that 
amount can provide the type of building which will 
adequately serve the church in this area during the 
years which lie ahead. In addition to the actual cost 
of construction it is also obvious that the seminary 
will need at least $100,000 of additional endow- 
ment to provide income for the upkeep of the 
building and for the maintenance of an adequate 
library staff. 


In recognition of this need and in the belief that 
it must be met as soon as possible, anoymous 
friends in Atlanta have just promised the seminary 
a gift of $100,000 if it can secure an additional 
$250,000 from other sources before October, 1951. 
The gift is made with the requirement that at least 
$100,000 of the amount raised be used as endow- 
ment for the library and that a minimum of $250,- 
000 be made available for the erection of the 
building. The same friends have promised a gift of 
$3,000.00 per year toward the salary of a thorough- 
ly trained librarian for the next two years, so that 
it may be possible for the seminary to provide for 
this important addition to its staff even in advance 
of securing the full amount which is sought. 


The seminary is confident that a host of its 
friends throughout the supporting Synods will re- 
spond to this generous challenge and will make 
possible the erection of a library as the next great 
forward step in the life of the institution. 


Distinguished Ministers To Teach 
In Department Of Homiletics 

At the meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
seminary held during May, important changes in 
the work of the Homiletics Department were 
planned. Following his retirement as Professor of 
Systematic Theology in 1946, Dr. J. B. Green has 
continued to serve as Professor of Homiletics and 
has carried full responsibility for the Department 
during the past three years. Fortunately his good 
health permits him to continue some of his class- 
room duties next year and he will again teach the 
required course in Homiletics for Juniors, but will 
not endeavor to carry the teaching load of a full- 
time professor. 


The seminary is highly fortunate in having 
secured for the coming year the assistance of two 
of the outstanding preachers of our Church who 
will serve as Associate Professors. Dr. Wm. V. 
Gardner, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Atlanta and Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of Columbia Seminary, will teach the required 
course for Middlers during the Spring Quarter. Dr. 
Patrick Dwight Miller, Pastor of the Druid Hills 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta will teach the re- 
quired course for Seniors during the Winter Quar- 
ter. This arrangement will give students an oppor- 
tunity to sit under the instruction of men who will 
come to the classroom fresh from the tasks and 
problems of the modern pastorate, and who will 
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speak with special authority concerning the mes- 
sage and methods of Twentieth-Century Preaching. 


Rev. Hubert Vance Taylor will continue to serve 


as Associate Professor with especial responsibility 
for the Training of the Speaking Voice. The co- 
operation of these four men in the work of pre- 
paring men to preach assures the fact that Co- 
lumbia Seminary will offer training in Homiletics 
which can be equaled at very few institutions in 


\merica. 
Record Enrollment In Prospect 


The Regular Fall Session of the Seminary will 


open on Tuesday, September the 13th, at 8:00 


v.M. The opening address of the school year will 
be delivered by Dr. Patrick D. Miller of Atlanta. 
All new students are expected to enroll on Tuesday, 


September the 6th, and will spend a week in special 


orientation studies preparatory to the beginning of 
regular class work. The orientation period, which 
will be directed by Dean Felix B. Gear, is designed 
to introduce students to the curriculum of theo- 
logical education and to prepare them for the broad 
general reading which will be required of them in 
connection with their seminary education. 


Fifty-five students have enrolled as members of 
the Junior Class which will register on September 
6, in addition to four new students in the Bible 
Training Course and one transfer each to the 
Middle and Senior Classes. These new students 
come from a total of 13 states and one foreign 
country, and hold degrees from twenty-five dif- 
ferent universities and colleges. 


The total enrollment of students for the Fall 
Quarter will apparently be about 140. Other new 
students have already registered for admission 
during subsequent quarters. Thus not only the 
entering class of the seminary, but its student body 
as a whole, will be the largest in the history of the 
school. In order to provide additional space for 
students a new faculty home is being erected on 
the campus for Dr. and Mrs. Gutzke, who with 
their family, have occupied an apartment in the 
dormitory. Dr. and Mrs. Green have already moved 
from another apartment to their newly purchased 
home in Avondale Estates. This will make a total 
of 14 additional rooms which will be available for 
students. Even so it now appears that the seminary 
will be taxed to capacity to care for all who wish 
to enroll. More than half of the students enrolling 
in the entering class are veterans of World War II, 
though the percentage of veterans in this group will 
be slightly lower than in the student body as a 
whole. 





Notice Of Missionary Appointment 
Executive Committee Of Foreign 
Missions - Presbyterian Church 

In The United States 


The Executive Committee of Foreign Missions 
takes pleasure in announcing the appointmeent of 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Kitchen Robinson, Jr. as 
missionaries to Korea. Mr. and Mrs. Robinson were 
appointed by the Committee on April 13, 1948. 
During the summer of 1948 they attended the 
Missionary Institute at Montreat, and for the last 
nine months have been attending the Far Eastern 
School of Language Studies at Yale University, 
receiving further instruction in the Korean Langu- 
age. 

Mr. Robinson was born in White Sulphur Springs, 
W. Va. He attended the Greenbrier Military School, 





and graduated from Hampden-Sydney College in 
1942. He completed his Seminary training at Union 
Seminary in Virginia in 1945. For the next few 
years he served a home mission field in Randolph 
County, West Virginia, where he was a member of 
Greenbrier Presbytery. 


Mrs. Robinson was the former Miss Elizabeth 
Eleanor Ruhmann. She was born in Waco, Texas, 
and attended the Waco High School. She is a 
graduate of the Texas State College for Women 
at Denton, Texas, and of the Assembly’s Training 
School where she received the M.R.E. degree in 
1943. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robinson have two children. The 
first, Peter Kitchen Robinson, was born in 1947, 
and the second, Dorothy Elizabeth, was born March 
26, 1949. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robinson will sail on August 6, 
1949 for their work in Korea. 





Harvest Festival 


In recent years there has been a revival in many 
churches of the historic custom of observing “Har- 
vest Festival.” Beginning with the Feast of In- 
gathering among the early Hebrew people it has 
continued in various forms among the different 
races and nations. Today many Town and Country 
Churches observe this occasion in addition to the 
annual Thanksgiving Service. 


An Order of Service for a Harvest Festival for 
1949 has been prepared by the National Committee 
on Town and Country Church. This Order of 
Service includes a brief statement showing the 
historical development, leading up to our present 
revival of “Harvest Festival.’”’ This Order of Service 
is appropriate for both urban and rural churches. 


A copy of the 1949 Order of Service for a 
Harvest Festival may be obtained without cost 
from: 

James M. Carr, Secretary, 

Town and Country Church Dept., 
605 Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Plans for the Twelfth Annual Pre-Synod Home 
Mission Conference sponsored by the Home Mission 
Committee of the Synod of North Carolina have 
been completed. It will be held at Barium Springs, 
N. C., on September 19th and 20th. Mr. W. E. Price, 
Moderator of the General Assembly, will bring the 
opening address on the subject ‘“‘The Imperative of 
Home Missions.”” On Tuesday morning the closing 
inspirational address will be given by the preced- 
ing Moderator, Dr. C. Darby Fulton. 





In between these are a number of other speakers: 
Rev. J. M. Carr, Dr. R. S. Snyder, Rev. O. V. 
Caudill, Rev. L. F. Cowan, Dr. C. E. S. Kraemer 
and Dr. O. C. Williamson. 


Presiding Officers are Rev. P. D. Patrick, Rev. 
L. A. Taylor and Dr. Harold Dudley. Devotional 
leaders are Rev. John McKinnon, Dr. R. C. Long, 
and Rev. Hardin King. 


“Highland Heritage’”’ a new sound movie depict- 
ing mountain mission work will be shown. There 
will be five four minute speakers on current de- 
velopments in the Presbyteries. 
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Dr. E. E. Gillespie, Superintendent of Synod’s 
Home Missions, will direct the giving of hundreds 
of volumes of books. 

The opening session is Monday afternoon, Sept. 
19th at 3:00 P.M. There will be Monday evening 
and Tuesday morning sessions. 

R. H. Stone, Chairman, 
Program Committee. 





National Convocation On The 
Church In Town And Country 


The Seventh Annual National Convocation on 
the Church in Town and Country will be held at 
St. Paul’s Methodist Church, Lincoln, Neb., on 
Tuesday-Thursday, November 8-10. This convoca- 
tion, which is interdenominational will be attended 
by about 1,000 leaders in Town and Country 
Churches from practically every section of the 
United States. A splendid program has been pre- 
pared which begins on Tuesday November 8, at 
9:15 A.M., and ends on Thursday with a closing 
worship service at 12:00 noon. 


A “preliminary program” folder, giving informa- 
tion as to program, entertainment, etc.; may be 
obtained without cost from: 

James M. Carr, Secretary, 

Town and Country Church Dept., 
605 Henry Grady Building, 
Atlanta, Georgia. 





Suwannee Presbytery 


Swannee Presbytery met for its stated summer 
meeting in the Norwood Presbyterian Church, of 
Jacksonville, Fla., on July 12th, 1949. The Rev. 
Cecil Brown brought a very inspirational message 
on the subject “Lift Up Your Eyes’’ in which he 
challenged the Presbytery to accept the great op- 
portunity which God has set before the Presby- 
terian Church in the Southland today. 


The Rev. Joseph W. Conyers was elected Modera- 
tor and Elder K. W. Norton of the South Jackson- 
ville Church, Vice-Moderator. 


Presbytery took the following action concerning 
the proposed conference grounds: “That the Re- 
ligious Education Committee consider the property 
at Lake Paradise that is to be used for Young 
People’s Conferenre grounds; after making all 
arrangements of purchase and plans of finance, to 
bring the matter to Presbytery for action at a 
called or stated meeting.” 


The Presbytery had the pleasure of having an 
oral report from Mrs. W. E. Evans, President of 
the Presbyterial. 


Presbytery had the privilege of receiving two 
young candidates for the Gospel Ministry: Mr. 
Henry L. Reaves, Jr., son of the Rev. Henry L. 
Reaves of our Presbytery; and Mr. Albert Louis 
Reese of the Lake City Church. 


On recommendation of the Home Missions Com- 
mittee, the Presbytery dissolved the verbena Dale 
Church and transferred the members to the Willis- 
ton Church; and dissolved the Midway Church 
and transferred the members to the Jasper Church. 


The Rev. Carl Dobbins on behalf of the Home 
Missions Pastors presented our Executive Secretary, 
the Rev. Joseph W. Conyers, with a lovely Elgin 
wrist watch in appreciation of his excellent service. 


Presbytery stood in recognition of the splendid 
work of Mr. Conyers. 


The Presbytery was impressed by the great ad- 
vances made in the Norwood Church and expressed 
its appreciation through the Committee on Resolu- 
tions to Rev. Glenn Otto Lantz, pastor, and the 
members of the Church. 

Stephen T. Harvin, Stated Clerk. 





Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery met in stated summer 
session in the Pork (Ala.) Church on July 19, 1949. 
Ruling Elder R. B. Green was Moderator and Rev. 
L. E. Evans was Assistant Clerk. Rev. R. H. 
Walkup, of Mobile Presbytery, addressed the Pres- 
bytery on the subject of Home Missions in the 
Presbyteries. Rev. Alex Henry, of Arkansas Pres- 
bytery, spoke to the Presbytery on the Student 
Work Campaign. There were 14 ministers and 25 
ruling elders enrolled, with seven visiting elders 
and three deacons. Rev. M. E. Gregg was received 
from North Alabama Presbytery. The following 
Commission was appointed to install him pastor of 
the Uniontown Church on July 31. Rev. Louis E. 
Evans to preside and propound the questions.. Rev. 
N. J. Warren to preach the sermon. Rev. F. E. 
Jordan to charge the pastor. Ruling Elder Walker 
McKee to charge the congregation. Ruling Elder 
W. W. McCorkle also was appointed on the Com- 
mission. 


It was announced that the Livingston Group had 
called the Rev. John Henry Bogie, of Camden, Ala. 
The special committee appointed to study the mat- 
ter of salaries found that on the average the 
Churches of the Presbytery had kept pace with the 
added cost of living in salaries to ministers. The 
committee recommended to the Home Mission Com- 
mittee that allowance be made for automobile ex- 
pense with the Home Mission men. Recommenda- 
tion was also made to Churches that they take into 
consideration the size of families, educational re- 
quirements, and civic demands. Attention was 
called to the fact that income tax was not being 
included in the cost of living index. 


Presbytery is asking the Churches of the Pres- 
bytery to observe the period of September 15 to 
December 15 as a period of tithing. A special com- 
mittee was appointed to promote this feature, the 
chairman of which is Mr. Walter Gewin, of Greens- 
boro, Ala. 


The invitation of the Linden Church for the next 
place of meeting was accepted. This will be on 
October 18. 

R. E. Fulton, Stated Clerk. 


GREENVILLE, N. C. 

On July 24, Rev. E. M. Williamson was ordained 
to the Gospel ministry by a Commission of Albe- 
marle Presbytery, and at the same service was 
installed pastor of the Hollywood and chicod 
Churches. 





Mr. Williamson, a native of Danville, Va., is a 
graduate of Hampden-Sidney College and of Union 
Theological Seminary, Class of 1949. During the 
World War he served his country as a deck officer 
in the Navy. He is married and has one child. Mr. 
Williamson’s ministry begins with splendid pros- 
pects, one of the first features of which is that of 
having led his congregation to adopt the “Prove 
God Tithing Plan.” 
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New Hope Experiences 
Revival 


New Hope Presbyterian Church, Gastonia, N. C., 
tev. John H. Knight, pastor, has recently ex- 
perienced a spiritual awakening under the evangel- 
stic ministry of Dr. Charles L. Nisbet of Hunting- 
ton, W. Va. The services continued for 10 con- 
secutive days and nights. At the morning services 
Dr. Nisbet brought expository messages and Bible 
studies on “‘The Deeper Life of the Believer.” The 
evening services were fully evangelistic in nature, 
with the gospel song services directed by Elder 
Gilmour Kincajid, New Hope’s choir director; 


James Edward Craig, Columbia Theological Semin- 


ary student; and Elliott Dixon, student pastor of 
Northside Presbyterian Church, Gastonia, N. C. 


Dr. Nisbet’s ministry was greatly appreciated in 
this community. His fearless preaching against sin 
and worldiness will never be forgotten. His win- 
some spirituality brought many nearer to the 
Saviour He left New Hope church in the best 
condition that it has been in for a number of years. 
Dr. — is now in a revival meeting at Clothier, 
W. Va. 





Synod Of North Carolina 
Orange Presbytery 


Special services were held July 17-24 at Hillview 
Presbyterian Chapel, which is an outpost of Reids- 
ville First Presbyterian Church. Evangelist Charles 
W. Solomon, of Fayetteville, N. C., led these 
services. Large crowds attended and a great deal 
of interest was manifested. Rev. M. S. Huske, 
Pastor of the Reidsville Church supplies this chapel 
regularly, but during the summer months Mr. 
Wesley Jennings of Greensboro, has assisted in this 
work. Thirty-two new members were added to the 
Church roll and the congregation received Spiritual 
jlessing. Mr. B. M. Barker is the able Superinten- 
dent of the Sunday School and has a capable staff 
of helpers. 


We now have sixty-two members at the Chapel 
and the Sunday School enrollment is 135. 


This work was started in May 1947 after a sur- 


vey by Miss Rosanna Barnes of Synod’s office of 
Religious Education. 





MINUTES OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 


Mailing of the Minutes of the 1949 General As- 
sembly from Austin, Texas, was begun about Aug. 
13. This is three weeks later than usual and the 
printers advise that the delay was caused by the 
lIness of an expert monotype operator and the 
difficulty in securing a qualified substitute. 


Copies were mailed to the latest official addresses 
furnished this office. Delivery of the Minutes is 
not guaranteed by the General Assembly. Duplicate 
‘opies can be obtained at $1.50 per copy. The 
postage on one copy of the Minutes is 12¢ (book 
rate), and you should send this amount in stamps to 
your postmaster if you wish your copy forwarded. 
In the event a copy is returned to me because 
lelivery cannot be made, the one to whom it is 
iddressed will be expected to send me 24c in stamps 
) take care of the additional expense of mailing. 

FE. C. Seott, Stated Clerk. 


Presbyterian Men‘s Convention 


Presbyterian women will be thinking of another 
big event besides Thanksgiving in November of this 
year. They will be helping get their ‘“‘men folks” 
off to Atlanta, Ga., for the Presbyterian Men’s 
Convention November 4-6. 


The July issue of Presbyterian Men indicates that 
everything possible is being done to make this a 
highly successful convention. Presbyterian women 
can help by praying for God’s guidance of the con- 
vention in plans for future work. 





Removal Of Office Of Stated 
Clerk Of The Assembly 


The Office of the Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly will be moved to 701 Henry Grady Build- 
ing, Atlanta, Georgia, effective September 3. Space 
in the Liberty Bank Building, Dallas, Texas, will 
be relinquished on August 31 and office equipment 
moved immediately to Atlanta.. All correspondence 
intended for the Stated Clerk’s office as of Sept. 
| should be directed to the Atlanta address. 

E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 





Hancock-Wilson Marriage 


Miss Bessie Hancock and Mr. Robert H. Wilson, 
of our Congo Mission, were married on May 9, 
1949, at N’Dola, Northern Rhodesia, Africa. They 
are now on furlough in the United States and their 
headquarters will be 503 Edgevale Road, Baltimore 
10, Maryland. 


D. J. Cumming. 





SNOW HILL, N. C. 


On July 31, Rev. George J. Willis was installed 
pastor of the Snow Hill-Jason-LaGrange group of 
churches by a Commission of Albemarle Presbytery. 
He had been received on July 12 into membership 
of the presbytery from the Presbytery of Phila- 
delphia of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. 


Mr. Willis is a graduate of Westminster Theo- 
logical Seminary, Class of 1940. After a pastorate 
in Wisconsin and service in Navy as chaplain, at 
the end of the war he returned to Westminster 
Seminary as field representative. His ministry in 
the Southern Church began June 1. He is married 
and has two children. 





Official Notice 


The Synod of Mississippi will meet in annual ses- 
sion on September 19, 1949, at 7:30 P.M., at South- 
western, Memphis, Tenn., in order to participate 
unitedly with the other co-operating Synods in the 
celebration of the Centennial and the inauguration 
of the incoming president of the institution. 

R. E. Hough. Stated Clerk. 





Radio Receipts - Four Months 
April-July, 1949 
Cause: 1949—50 
Assembly Benevolences 
Direct from Churches 
Special Donations 


1948—49 

$13,514.63 $11,744.58 
1,609.15 1,944.85 
1,462.95 2,315.88 


Totals $16,586.73 $16,005.31 
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Assembly's Training School 
Contributions 
Contributions (Including Program of Progress) 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to the General 
Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers, Inc., 
Richmond, Va. 
Month Of July 
1949 1948 
$ 5,612.31* aa $ 4,952.12 
Total To Date 
1949 1948 
$26,100.95" $16,802.69 
*Including Program of Progress. 





Winchester Presbytery 
The Presbytery of Winchester will hold its stated 
meeting in Berryville, Va., Tuesday, September 20, 
1949, at 11:00 A.M. The elected Moderator having 
removed, the presiding Moderator will probably be 
the Rev. Chas. W. Kernan. 





Presbytery Of Potomac 
The Presbytery of Potomac will meet in Faith 
Chapel Church at 9:30 A.M., September 20, 1949. 
Thomas W. Hooper, Stated Clerk. 





Foreign Mission Receipts 


April 1 to July 31, 1948 . $289,038.43 

April 1 to July 31, 1949 257,426.84 

Decrease ......... $ 31,611.59 
Program Of Progress 

April 1 to July 31, 1949 (Net) $ 94,267.29 


i Book Reviews 











The Young People’s 
Book Section 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal has a fine 
selection of books to offer to Young People. Here 
are some book suggestions I would like to make 
to you for the month. 

For ‘ beg People’ 10-12 

“Judy And Sam,” by Henrietta Van Laar, 75c; 
“Winky Lost In The Rockies,” by Ken Anderson, 
75c; “Winky Mountain Detective,” by Ken Ander- 
son, 75c. 

For “Young People’’ 13-16 

For Girls: ‘‘Patty Lou In The Coast Guard,” by 
Basil Miller, 75c; ‘““Patty Lou In The Golden West,” 
by Basil Miller, 75c; ‘‘Patty Lou And The White 
Gold Ranch,” by Basil Miller, 75c; ‘‘Patty Lou And 
The Flying Nurse,” by Basil Miller, 75c. 


For Boys: ‘“‘Tom Hunter Sophomore Pitcher,” by 
Ken Anderson, $1.00; “Tom Hunter Sophomore 
Forward,” by Ken Anderson, $1.00; ‘“‘Tom Hunter 
Sophomore Halfback,” by Ken Anderson, $1.00; 
“Christian Boys’ Problems,” by Bertrand Williams, 
$1.00. 

For “Young People’’ sixteen and over we have 
some very fine novels. You will find these novels 
interesting as well as informing and uplifting. You 
will also find that these novels are a bright light 
over filthy novels which are in circulation for 
young people to read. 





“Shining After The Rain,” by Louise Harrison 
McCraw, $1.50. This takes place in the Old South 
of Pre - Civil War days. 

“Glorious Triumph,” by Louise Harrison Mc- 
Craw, $1.50. “The world of romance, the world of 
the South, the world of spiritual life, soul struggle 
triumph—all are set forth in this charming story.” 


I hope you will order these books and be looking 
forward to our “Young Peoples’’ Book Section next 
month. 


This month we have a very special offer to young 
and old as well. Any one ordering a book from us 
will be sent on request free of charge a beautiful 
1949 calendar, with a most inspiring head of Christ 
on it. All you do is to write on your next book 
order ‘“‘Please include calendar,’’ and we will send 
it to you, as long as our supply lasts. 

Wishing you adventures in Good Reading, 

—The Book Worm. 


Songs From The Land Of Dawn 
By Lois J. Erickson 

In her book, “Songs from the Land of Dawn,” 
Lois J. Erickson, through her interpretation of 
Japanese Poetry reveals the secret of transforming 
a defeated Japan from deep hatred, into a people 
reaching out for the God of Love. The book is 
divided into three parts. 

PART I 


Poems by Kagawa 





These poems reflect Dr. Kagawa’s peculiar fit- 
ness as one to show his people the way out of the 
darkness of despair to the dawn of a new day of 
hope and joy. For many years, at times persecuted 
and imprisoned for his faith, Dr. Kagawa never 
faltered in his allegiance to Christ. And now from 
his Christ centered heart he exhorts his people. 


“Children of Japan 

Dumb in defeat, 
Struggling to live, 

Wipe, wipe away your tears 
Look at the living Christ; 
He stands 

Here at your side.” 


PART II 
Selected Christian Poems 


These poems filled with the Spirit of joy through 
pain, of solace through service for the Savior, 
thanksgiving, hope and longing for Heaven, con- 
tinually express the thoughts of Victory through 
Christ. 


PART III 


Selected Classical Poems 


These poems display a delicacy of feeling for the 
beauties of Nature, tenderness, pity and compas- 
sion for frail creatures, pleasure in the voices of 
nature, wistfulness in the transience of things that 
delight the senses, despair over the death of a 
loved one, yearning and foreboding in the thoughts 
of death ending all. 


The contrast between the Christian and the non- 
Christian concept of life, was never more apparent 
than in the character of all of these poems; the 
one full of exultant joy, peace and hope; the othe 
full of wistful longing and baffling despair. 


Dr. Kagawa recognized the inate nobility in the 
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“The Creation of the 
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- Fl udgment to By Wilbur M. Smith 
‘d ‘ FREE 


Read Details Below 


Through the generosity of a friend of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal we will give this book abso- 
lutely free to any one minister or elder of any one 
Church within the Presbyterian Church, U. S., who 
will send us one subscription to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal at $1.50 per year, and who 
will agree to read the book and endeavor to get 


$3.00 


Postpaid 
READ WHAT OTHERS SAY 


“A monumental volume that no Bible stu- 
by dent, teacher or preacher can afford to be 
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masterpiece!” be glad to fill orders for others at $3.00 per copy 


—Frank S. Mead, Christian 
Herald. 
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achieving of that one goal. This is what the poet, 


definite and concious aim of his existence. Paul 
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shows us in this text the supreme form of special- 
ization—the doing of all things to the glory of 
God. He sets before us an exclusive goal and an 
inclusive axiom. 


The exclusive goal which is to be the Christian’s 
goal in life is the glory of God. Now God in His 
essense is supremely glorious. His glory is infinite 
and perfect and cannot be increased nor dimin- 
ished. However, that glory can be declared and 
manifested that all of His glorious nature and 
attributes can be perceived and loved by intelli- 
gent and moral creatures. Even the inanimate 
creation does this. ““The heavens declare the glory 
of God; and the firmament sheweth his handi- 
work.”’ We as rational creatures certainly can do 
no less. We do not add to His glory when we 
glorify God but we recognize His glory in our lives. 


What Christian Believes That 
God Is Arbitrary? 
By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 


In the June 22nd. issue of The Christian Century 
on page 763 in what the editor calls ‘1949's 
Champion Non Stop Sentence’”’ there is a statement 
made by a graduate of Davidson College, under 
Dr. John Bunyan Sherer, and of Union Seminary 
under Dr. T. R. English, Dr. Walter W. Moore, and 
Dr. G. B. Strickler that I can not allow to go un- 
challenged, for I graduated under these great and 
good men just four years later than the author of 
this article. He may have forgotten what they 
taught on this subject but I certainly have not 
forgotten. 


This is the statement I want to challenge: “There 
will be a little handful of willful men ... who will 
read their Bibles literally about a God who drowned 
the world in a flood and slaughtered some millions 
of Canaanites to make room for some Hebrews he 
had arbitrarily chosen...” 


This little handful of willful men to whom he 
contemptously refers (and there may be an armful 
instead of a handful) is that group of men in the 
Southern Presbyterian church who are opposed to 
being submerged into the Northern Presbyterian 
church, especially under its present leadership. I 
think I can speak for that group when I say we 
want to plead guilty to reading our Bibles literally 
about the one living and true God who drowned 
the wicked people in the days of Noah. We find 
that Jesus Christ taught that that was an historical 
event, for in Luke 17:26-27, he says: ‘‘And as in 
the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of 
the Son of Man. They did eat, they drank, they 
married wives, they were given in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the 
flood came and destroyed them all,” Jesus taught 
here that as the people were taken by suprise in 
the days of Noah when the flood suddenly came 
upon them, so shall they be surprised when he, the 
Son of Man, comes in the glory of the Father to 
judge the world. He mentioned two _ historical 
events—one has already taken place in the world 
and the other one is in the future. If we are not 
to believe what Jesus Christ says about the flood 
pray tell me what are we as Christians to believe. 
We do not believe “ta God” destroyed the wicked 


people with a flood. We do not believe in “gods 
many and Lords many,” but in the one living and 
true God, who is revealed in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments. There is an implication 


that there was a God of the Old Testament and a 
much improved God in the New Testament. We 
know of but one God who is ‘‘the same yesterday, 
today, and forever.’”’ The God “who changeth not.”’ 


Where did the author get the idea that God 
slaughtered ‘“‘some millions of Canaanites’’? In 
Joshua 24:11 he mentioned seven nations that God 
drove out and dispossessed of their land and gave 
it to the tribes of Israel. Those were very small 
nations centered around certain cities which served 
as their capitals. There is no intimation that there 
were some millions of them. I freely admit the 
principle would be the same whether there were 
many or few, but it is always well to stay as near 
the truth as we can. 


The writer says we believe that God slaughtered 
these Canaanites to make room for some Hebrews 
whom he had arbitrarily chosen.”’ 


Did God arbitrarily choose the Hebrews to be his 
peculiar people who were to witness, through the 
centuries to the one living and true God against 
the idolatrous nations that surrounded them, 
through whom he was to reveal his will concerning 
man and through whom the Saviour was to come 
into the world? 


Does any Christian believe that the God of the 
Bible is arbitrary? An arbitrary ruler is one who 
exercises power according to his own will, with 
little or no consideration of justice, fairness, or 
reason. He is bound bv no law and respects no 
principles of right or wrong. I have known and 
read of some infidels who sneered at some events 
in the Bible they did not understand and who 
accused God of acting without reason or justice, 
but certainly no Christian can ever believe that. 


These great and good men, under whom the 
writer of the article in the Christian century and 
I graduated, taught us that God never acted and 
never acts without reason, or without the best of 
reasons, although he does not always tell us what 
his reasons are, Deut. 29:29 “The secret things 
belong unto the Lord our God, but those things that 
are revealed belong unto us and our children that 
we may obey all the words of this law.’”’ Jesus said 
to Peter, “What I do thou knowest not now but 
thou shalt know hereafter.” 


God did not arbitrarily choose the Hebrews to 
be his peculiar people. In the days of the patriarchs 
where could there be found a better man to head 
up a nation than Abram the Hebrew (the man who 
came from across the great river, Euphrates)? 
God made the covenent with him. One of the 
provisions of the covenant was that the land of 
Canaan was to be given to his descendants as thei 
home, and it was their home for fifteen centuries. 
Abraham is the Father of the faithful. All wh: 
believe in Christ are blessed with faithful Abraham 
“If ye be Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed and 
heirs according to the promise.”’ 


God did not act arbitrarily when he spared Noa 
and his family and destroyed the world of th: 
ungodly. He is careful to tell us why he spared 
Noah and his family. ‘‘“Noah was a just man and 
perfect in his generation, and Noah walked wit 
God and found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” 


He tells us why he destroyed the ungodly with a 
flood. “The earth also was corrupt and filled wit 
violence, and God saw that the wickedness of ma! 
was great in the earth, and that every imaginati: 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continua 
ly.”” Still he gave them 120 years to repent unde 
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the preaching of Noah, while he was building the 
ark. 


God did not act arbitrarily in the rescue of Lot 
and in the destruction of the cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. They were destroyed for their wicked- 
ness. In several of the prophets of the Old Testa- 
ment God pronounces doom and destruction on 
many of the nations that adjoined Israel—always 
on account of their sins against God and cruelties 
they perpetrated against the people of God and one 
another. Nations are different from individuals in 
one important respect. They have no entity in the 
world to come so they must receive the punish- 
ments they deserve in this world. 


Indidels have made much of the destruction of 
Sodom and the Canaanites. But who knows what 
their sins deserved? Only God Knows. The God who 
sees the end from the beginning is the only One in 
all the universe who can determine the punishment 
that sin deserves. He and He alone can determine 
the punishment of the wicked or appraise the re- 
ward of the righteous. Infidels have made much 
of the fact that infants perish with their parents in 
the judgments of God. Let us bear this thought in 
mind. All Christians believe, or have reason to hope, 
that all infants who die before being guilty of 
actual sin, are saved by Christ through the re- 
generation of the Spirit. If that be true, and who 
knows enough to say it is not true, then would it 
not be a most merciful and gracious act of God to 
remove those children from the contaminating sins 
of their parents than to allow them to grow up in 
sin with no hope of salvation? 


Arbitrary is not one of the attributes of the God 


of Wisdom and Love and holiness and justice -as 
revealed in the Word of God. 
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PRAYER? 


By Louise Harrison McCraw 


“We recommend a study of this book, It not 
only instructs. It enlarges the vision of the 
one who reads it. Here is Scriptural truth, 
reality and purpose forged into everyday liv- 
ing.” —Christian Observer. 
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DOCTRINE IN VERSE 
By Edward F. Hills, Th.D. 


V. The Word Of God 


Copyright 1949 By 
Edward F. Hills, Th.D. 


Across my path black mountains stand, 
The skies are dark, and weary is the way. 
O Word of God, clasped in my hand, 
Counsel and guide me in this evil day. 
2. 
O holy Book, O voice of God, 
Thou art that seed of faith and hope and love 
That falls upon the up-turned sod 
And brings forth fruit to God in heaven above. 


3. 
Earth’s only oracle art Thou, 
For our lost race that only sacred shrine, 
Where human sin can humbly bow, 
And human folly wisdom learn divine. 


4. 
Unhappy he who will not hear 
Thy clear commands and in Thy truth rejoice, 
Whose soul in pride has stopped her ear, 
Whose in-born sin shuts out his Master’s voice. 


5. 
The Word of God shall yet prevail, 
From age to age its glorious course shall run, 
Till heaven and earth shall fade and fail, 
And into darkness sink yon glowing sun. 
6. 
O sinner, hear God’s voice today. 
In faith reach out and seize Christ’s tender hand. 
His truth shall be thy guide and stay. 
His light shall point thee toward the heavenly land. 
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Now used daily in more than 100,000 Amer- 
ican homes and schools. 


Complete, true-to-the-Bible; carefully design- 
ed for children. Striking jacket design in two 
colors. 584 pages, strong, high quality paper, 
popular 6x9 size. Price $3.95 postpaid. 
ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville . North Carolina 
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Now, beginning with the October quarter, 
the 2d year of Standard’s BRAND-NEW 
through-the-Bible graded course for Juniors 
will be ready. A fascinating study, planned 
to win your Juniors to Christ and His church 
through tested educational methods. 


Standard offers both Graded and Uniform 
lesson literature for all ages, and sparkling 
weekly story papers. Color printing is fea- 
tured in the pupils’ class papers and hand- 
work aids. All are designed for the specific 
age group, and contain a wealth of helpful 
suggestions for the teacher. Use the coupon 
to send for samples. Examine these lessons, 
and convince yourself they are “the best in 
the field.” 


.S SAMPLES ON ’ REQUEST 


DIY, 


* # 
&y 


; 
’ 

b 

j 


—" 


< 


Ste ee 





PAPERS LESSONS POND ence edi nen aawee cecuieds 
1D Junior Life glass unk Address 
(1) Boy Life 0 Nursery Gi 
(0 Girlhood Days oO Beginners acme (Zone) uae 
(1) The Lookout : JUNIOR 
(0 Christian Home : : State .- i a aac 

Life Magazine C) () Intermediate 
aes Oj () Senior «., Church piinsnttnmantll 
(J Supt. Magazine 0 [] Young People 


(] Complete Catalog 


CL) Adult 





My Position Rha edbadaaa 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 














Miracles 


In a scientific age, perhaps it is natural for 
belief in miracles to be difficult. Once I was 
talking with a famous biologist, who was boasting 
with great intellectual pride that he would believe 
nothing he could not explain. I asked him if he 
was convinced that life on the earth must have an 
origin. Candor compelled him to admit that it 
must have had. I asked him to explain that origin 
to me. I am still waiting his answer. From sucn 
an incident we learn how superficial and vain it 
is to deny what we cannot prove. Life teaches us 
that all about us are genuine mysteries for which 
our finite minds can find no solution.—Archibald 
Rutledge, in The Angel Standing (Revell). 
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